    Alwoodley Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 11th August 2008 in the Alwoodley Community Centre

1) Attendance:   Councillors Leonard Fineberg, Carol Allen, Roger Gilbert, David Kent, Lyn Buckley, Neil Buckley,  Judith Williams, Susan Smith, Jonathan Brown, Amy Robinson.

     10 members of the public.

Prior to commencement of the meeting it was announced that, in future, members of the public would be permitted to speak on any local issues of their concern for 15 minutes before the start of the Parish Council meeting, which would then commence at 7.45 p.m.

Local residents who attended the meeting then put forward their concerns regarding the application for development of 21 & 23 The View.   

     2) Minutes of previous meeting:  Cllr  Kent proposed and Cllr  Allen seconded the 7th 

July  2008 minutes as being a true and accurate record.

3)  Matters arising:  A letter has been sent to Leeds City Council regarding acceptance of the Parish Council Charter.

4)  Standing Orders:  

Cllr Gilbert presented the report of the working party on the adoption of standing orders.

It was proposed by Cllr Gilbert and unanimously reslolved

   a)   that the council follows the advice of the Yorkshire Local Councils Association and does not   

             adopt standing orders until up to date model standing orders are published by the 

             National Association of Local Councils.

        b)  that when the National Association of Local Councils publishes the up to date model 

             standing orders the council adopts them subject to such amendments as it considers 

             appropritate

     Pending publication of the new model standing orders, the council will use model standing orders   

 obtained by Cllr Kent as guidance should the need arise.

5)  Treasurer's Report:  

Cllr Gilbert presented the treasurer's report.

The council has now received the precept of £36,720 from Leeds City Council of which £1,000 has been retained in current account and the balance has been put onto instant access deposit.

In light of the draft budget it was proposed by Cllr  Gilbert that £25,000 of funds be placed in a 90 day deposit account until about  11.11.08, the remainder being retained in a current account.   This was unanimously agreed.

     Cllr Gilbert proposed that the RFO, when appointed,  investigate whether the council is able to      

     reclaim VAT on expenditure.  This was unanimously agreed.            

     Cllr Gilbert reported that he had enquired with Leeds City Council as to whether the Parish Council

 is entitled to interest on this year's precept due to late payment.  In the light of a detailed reply from     Leeds City Council  it was recommended  and agreed that no futher action be taken on this issue.

6)  Insurance 

Cllr Gilbert presented the Treasurer's report on insurance for the council.   

The various types of insurance cover  available were discussed.  Cllr Robinson proposed and Cllr Kent seconded  that the RFO/treasurer submit proposal forms to Zurich  Municipal , Allianz and Cooperative Insurance  for insurance cover for the Parish Council and to report back to the September meeting with appropriate recommendations.for appropriate insurance cover and provider.

     7)  Financial Regulations: 

     Cllr Gilbert presented the report of the working party on Financial Regulations 

     Cllr Gilbert proposed and Cllr N Buckley seconded that the council adopts the Financial Regulations        

     attached to the working party's report and a copy of the adopted regulations be circulated to all

     members  after the meeting.  

It was proposed by Cllr Gilbert and unanimously agreed that the council appoints a Responsible Financial Officer in accordance with the Financial Regulations in place of the treasurer.

It was proposed by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Williams that Cllr Gilbert be appointed the Responsible Financial Officer in accordance with the Financial Regulations in the place of the Treasurer.   

It was proposed by Cllr Gilbert and unanimously agreed that the council appoints a councillor other than the RFO to be responsible for reviewing the arrangements for financial management and checking of financial documents.

It was agreed that Cllr L Buckley would review and check financial documents until such time as a permanent clerk was appointed.

It was agreed that the RFO to obtain quotations from firms of accountants to apppoint as  internal auditors and report back to the council in September. 

Cllr L Buckley reported that she had received a letter from the Audit Commission advising that Mazars LLP has been appointed external auditors for Alwoodley Parish Council. 

8) Invoices:  Cllr Buckley presented a schedule of invoices for payment from Alwoodley Community Association (room hire), Yorkshire Local Councils Associations (membership fee), Cllr Williams (Parish Councillor's Guide).  All were approved for payment by the council. 

The council approved payment of a  donation to Alwoodley Community Association for provision of a stand at the ACA gala.

The council approved reimbursement of Cllr Kent for the purchase of 9 copies of  The Parish Councillors Guide in accordance with the resolution passed at the meeting on 7.7.2008. 

9)  Planning sub committee:  Cllr Gilbert proposed and Clls Smith seconded that 7 people be on the planning sub committee with a quorum of 4 -  Cllrs  Allen,  Brown, L Buckley,  Pearlman,  Robinson,  Smith and  Williams being appointed to the committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Kent and unanimously agreed that Cllr Pearlman be chairman of the planning sub committee.

The planning sub committee will be authorised to deal with all matters relating to planning applications referred to the Parish Council and other planning related issues.  However, any major planning applications will go forward to the full Parish Council for discussion.

10)  Parish Clerk     Four applications received.  The working party to discuss the applications and arrange interviews.

   11)  Council meetings:  The planning committee meetings to commence at 7 p.m prior to the full

    council meeting             

Members of the public would be permitted to speak on any local issues of their concern for 15 minutes before the start of the Parish Council meeting, which would then commence at 7.45 p.m.

    12)  Parish Council Forum  A brief report was presented to the meeting.

13)  Website  Cllr Kent presented a report to the council regarding the various host websites and               

costs.   Cllr Gilbert proposed  and Cllr Allen seconded that up to £100 be spent on the cost of the website.  Cllr Kent will now organise this.   

Cllr Kent informed the meeting that the logo for the headed paper was available.  It was agreed that each member of the Parish Council use the logo in their capacity as a councillor only.

It was agreed by a majority vote that the council's e-mail address would be:  www.alwoodleyparish council.org

14)  Street Lighting:  A public consultation meeting with The Southern Electric Contracting (Leeds Lighting Services)  is to be held on Thursday, 21st August at 7.30 p.m. In the Alwoodley Community Hall regarding the renewing of street lighting in Alwoodley.

15)  Notice Boards:  The question of location of notice boards was discussed.  No final details have been agreed.

16)  Parish Survey   A working party to be set up to draft a survey to circulate to the electorate – the working party being:  Cllrs N Buckley, Allen, Gilbert, Robinson and Smith

17)  Draft budget:  To be discussed at next meeting (in private session from 8.30 p.m.)

Date of planning meeting:  Monday, 1st September 2008 at 7 p.m at the Alwoodley CA

Date of next full Parish Council  meeting:  Monday, 1st September 2008 at 7.30 p.m at the Alwoodley C.A.

