
[image: image1.jpg]D L
st Gou©



ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council

Meeting held on 

Monday 11th May 2009

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.00 pm

Concluded: 10.00 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Carol Allen

Cllr. Jonathan Brown

Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley

Cllr. Roger Gilbert

Cllr. Dave Kent (from minute 81)
Cllr Jerry Pearlman
Cllr Amy Robinson (from minute 83)
Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

Public participation

Two members of the public were present from minute 81 until minute 83
2009/70 
Suspension of Standing Orders
Cllr Fineberg recommended suspending Standing Orders in order that the meeting could start at 7.00pm and continue until 10.00pm
Proposed: Cllr Smith

Seconded: Cllr Williams

2009/71
Election of the Chairman of the Parish Council


Nominated by Cllr Neil Buckley


Seconded by Cllr Brown

Resolved that Cllr Leonard Fineberg be appointed Chairman of Alwoodley Parish Council for the year 2009 -10.

2009/72
Declaration of acceptance of office

Cllr Fineberg read out and signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Chairman of Alwoodley Parish Council for the year 2009 - 10.

2009/73
Appointment of Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council
Proposed by Cllr Williams

Seconded by Cllr Gilbert
Resolved that Cllr Carol Allen be appointed Vice-Chairman of Alwoodley Parish Council for the year 2009 - 10.
2009/74
Appointment of Chairman of the Planning Committee


Proposed by Cllr Brown



Seconded by Cllr Williams

Resolved that Cllr Pearlman be appointed Chairman of Alwoodley Parish Council Planning Committee for the year 2009 – 10.
2009/75
Appointment of Internal Controller



Proposed by Cllr Fineberg



Seconded by Cllr Allen

Resolved that Cllr Gilbert be appointed Internal Controller for Alwoodley Parish Council for the year 2009 – 10

2009/76
Apologies for absence



None
2009/77
Disclosures of interest
Cllr Fineberg reminded members of the Parish Council that they need to inform the Clerk of any updates to the Register of Interest.

2009/78
Minutes of the inaugural meeting held on 2nd May 2008
Cllr Fineberg read out the minutes from the inaugural meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd May 2008.
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd May 2008 be accepted as a true and accurate record.

Proposed: Cllr Brown
Seconded: Cllr Smith
2009/79
Minutes of the meeting held on 6th April 2009 

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 6th April 2009 be accepted as a true and accurate record.

Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley

Seconded: Cllr Williams

2009/80
Planning Committee
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 20th April were received.
2009/81
Resolved: To receive the summary accounts (Appendix 2) agreed unanimously 

Resolved: To receive the bank reconciliation (Appendix 3) agreed unanimously

Resolved: To authorise the Clerk to arrange insurance cover agreed unanimously

Resolved: To pay the invoices and payments listed for payment (Appendix 4) 

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

Seconded: Cllr Williams 
To agree to pay the Clerk 4 hours 15 minutes overtime worked during March agreed unanimously

2009/82
Review of the parish council’s Financial Regulations

Cllr Fineberg raised the issue of instances where payments for invoices have been  delayed until the invoice is approved at the following parish council meeting. It was agreed that the parish council’s Financial Regulations are reviewed to address this issue.

It was agreed that Cllrs Fineberg, Gilbert and the Clerk would review the financial regulations in the next month.

Cllr Brown recommended that the parish council should investigate the feasibility of stocking large quantities of second class stamps.
2009/83
To review membership of the Planning Committee and the Parish Council’s Working Parties (Appendix 5)

It was agreed that the following groups are now defunct:

· The Parish Clerk Sub Group

· The Auditing Working Party

· The Parish Survey Working Party

· Lighting for hanging baskets

· Survey Results Group

Membership of the following parties is as follows:

· Budget Working Party – Cllrs Neil Buckley, Brown, Fineberg, Gilbert and the Clerk in her capacity as RFO.
· Standing Orders Working Party - Cllrs Fineberg, Gilbert, Pearlman
· Website Working Party – Members of the working party – Cllrs Kent (chairman), Fineberg, Smith, Williams
· Planning Committee – Cllrs: Pearlman (Chairman), Allen, Brown, Lyn Buckley, Robinson, Smith, Williams

· Notice boards Working Party – Cllrs: Fineberg, Kent, Smith, Williams 

· Boundary Stones – Cllr Neil Buckley
· Floral displays – It was agreed to defer membership to a later meeting

· Freedom of Information Act Working Party– Cllrs Gilbert, Kent, Pearlman

· Parish Council Office Working Party – Cllrs Allen, Lyn Buckley, Fineberg, Gilbert, Kent, Smith. It was agreed that membership of this working party would be reviewed at the next parish council meeting.

· Parish Council Small Grants Working Party– Cllrs: Gilbert, Robinson

· Parish Council Volunteer Liaison Working Party – Cllrs Allen, Lyn Buckley, Neil Buckley, Fineberg

· IT equipment for the Office Working Party – Cllrs Fineberg, Kent, the Clerk

· ACA Liaison Working Party – Cllrs Allen, Lyn Buckley, Fineberg, Kent, Smith, Williams

· External Grants Working Party – Cllrs Fineberg, Gilbert, Kent, Robinson
There was some discussion on the remit of both the Parish Council Small Grants Working Party and the External Grants Working Party. It was suggested that there needs to be wider publicity about the availability of small grants from the Parish Council – this could take the form of a flyer in the library and other members of the Parish Council publicising the scheme. A number of external grants are available for different activities and it was suggested that the Parish Council review their proposed activities for the next 12 months to determine which grants will be most appropriate. It was agreed that the External Grants Working Party would meet and make recommendations to the Parish Council.   
2009/84
To consider a response to an email from a local resident
An email had been received from a local resident asking for the Parish Council’s support for a request to Yorkshire Water to connect his property to mains sewerage. The Clerk had contacted Yorkshire Water and it was agreed to forward their letter of response to the local resident and ask for any comments before taking any further action.
2009/85
To consider a proposal to hold Councillors’ Surgeries
It was agreed that the Parish Council would run a series of drop-in Councillors’ Surgeries on a trial basis. Cllrs Gilbert and Kent agreed to hold the first surgery from 6.45 – 7.30pm on Monday 1st June

Cllrs Allen and Robinson agreed to hold a surgery on a Saturday morning at a date to be decided.

It was further agreed that councillors would attend surgeries on a rota basis and would inform the Clerk of their availability. 

2009/86
To consider a proposal that the Parish Council sponsors a prize of £25 for the Alwoodley Art Group competition with the theme of Alwoodley Parish

Resolved that the Alwoodley Art Group be asked to apply for a Parish Council Small Grant to fund their prize.

Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Seconded: Cllr Pearlman


The winning entry will be displayed on the Parish Council website.

Resolved: That any future proposals should be submitted to the Small Grants 

Working Party

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman


Seconded: Cllr Brown

2009/87 
To consider a proposal that the Parish Council have a stall at the ACA June Diamond Jubilee Gala on 14 June
Resolved: That the Parish Council should have a stall at the Gala, with a budget of

up to £50.

Proposed: Cllr Gilbert


Seconded: Cllr Allen

2009/88
To consider a proposal that the council set up a working party to explore the possibility of and make recommendations for a sponsored walk round the parish in August

It was agreed that a working party consisting of Cllrs Gilbert, Pearlman, Robinson and Smith would investigate the various options and report back to the Parish Council.
2009/89
To receive an update on a meeting with Cllr Harrand at the King Lane play area 


Cllr Allen explained that following the site meeting Cllr Harrand had agreed to fund the drawing up of the necessary plans for new proposals for the play area at a cost of £2,000. One proposal at £20,000 and a second at £40,000 will be brought back to the Parish Council for discussion, and it was agreed that the Parish Council may consider part-funding the scheme. 
2009/90
To receive an update on the Parish Council notice boards 
Cllr Williams explained that the Parish Council is still waiting to hear from Leeds City Council as to whether they will grant permission for the notice board on Primley Park View. She explained that the original budget of £5,000 needs to be increased to include the VAT payable on the notice boards – although this will be re-claimed by the Parish Council. There was some discussion about the six month rule as this budget was agreed at the meeting in February 2009, and post-meeting the Clerk agreed to investigate any possible solutions.
Resolved: That the decision as to which notice boards to order be remitted to the Notice Boards Working Party, with a recommendation that they present their decision to a later meeting of the Parish Council.

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman


Seconded: Cllr Gilbert

Resolved: That the Council authorises the purchase of a notice board to be installed in the New Inn at Eccup to a value of a maximum of £250.

Agreed unanimously
Cllr Fineberg informed the meeting that he had visited the Moor Allerton public library following the recent refurbishment and that although they have a display area, they no longer have any public notice boards, although they are happy to keep any flyers or leaflets on the counter. 

2009/91
To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Watch scheme 
Cllr Lyn Buckley gave an update on the Neighbourhood Watch scheme. She has forwarded more than 100 responses from local residents to PC Dave Muscroft the local Police Co-ordinator to action.

2009/92
To receive an update on Boundary Stones


Cllr Neil Buckley gave an update on the boundary stones. He had met Brian 

De-Lucchi from Leeds City Council’s Highways Department who had informed him that he is being “inundated” with requests for boundary stones and similar.  Alwoodley is the only one which would be within the City as such. He commented that residents living just “outside” the boundary might object that it is being inferred that they do not live in Alwoodley. Mr De-Lucchi will discuss our proposals with his manager, but believes that, should he object, a compromise might be the initiation of flower beds (by APC or an “In Bloom” type organisation) complete with a sign proclaiming “SPONSORED BY ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL” or similar.   

This led to a general discussion about a request from residents in King Lane for the parish council’s support in planting bulbs and trees on the grass verge next to the road. It was agreed that this would be investigated and reported back to the next Parish Council meeting, together with any other suggestions for potential locations for bulb planting in the area.
2009/93
IT equipment for the office
Cllr Kent explained that the basic specification had been agreed. The only remaining issue is the means of payment. Due to restrictions on parish council finances, the only means of payment is by bank transfer (CHAPS), or by an individual paying by credit card and reclaiming the total sum from the parish council. 
2009/94
To consider a proposal that money be made available to pay for a sign to go outside the office door, up to the value of £50

Resolved: Cllr Allen to purchase an engraved brass sign measuring five inches by eight inches with Alwoodley Parish Council engraved in capital letters.

Agreed unanimously
2009/95
Date of the next meetings
Annual Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting – Monday 1st June at 18:45 at Alwoodley Community Hall
Alwoodley Parish Council Meeting - Monday 1st June 2009 at 19:30 at Alwoodley Community Hall
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