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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 

Monday 3rd November 2008 

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.45pm

Concluded: 10.40pm

Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Carol Allen

Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley

Cllr. Roger Gilbert

Cllr. Dave Kent

Cllr. Jerry Pearlman

Cllr. Amy Robinson (until item 7)

Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

Public participation

Eight members of the public were present.

Residents of Avenue Gardens raised their concerns about a recurrent problem with water pooling on the road surface. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Leeds City Council and ask them to investigate the matter.

A resident of The Lane raised concerns about vehicles parking on grass verges.

It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Leeds City Council to ascertain who owns this land, write to the company which owned one of the delivery vehicles asking them to stop their driver from parking here, and contact the police and ask them to investigate the matter.

1. Apologies for absence

None

2. Minutes of last meeting

Cllr Gilbert proposed the following amendments: 

5. It was resolved that Cllrs Fineberg and Gilbert could sign a contract with the new clerk. 


6. It was resolved that Cllrs Fineberg and Gilbert are authorised to complete and send a proposal form to Zurich Insurance and take out insurance.

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th October be accepted with the amendments.

Proposed: Cllr Neil Buckley


Seconded: Cllr Allen

3. Matters arising


Cllr Fineberg advised the Parish Council that he had received some correspondence relating to a planning application at 10 Lakeland Drive. He had passed this onto the Planning Committee.

4. Planning Committee

Cllr Pearlman gave a brief resume of today’s planning committee meeting.

5. Alwoodley Parish Council office

Cllr Gilbert proposed holding this item in closed session.


Agreed unanimously and the following discussions were held in closed session at the end of the meeting.


Cllr Fineberg presented a report written by Cllr Allen about recent negotiations with the Alwoodley Community Association.


Cllr Pearlman proposed convening another meeting with the ACA to discuss terms and request a solicitor to draw up a contract.


Agreed unanimously.


Resolved
· That the council progress taking on a tenancy of a room in the ACA

· That the council purchase paint etc for the purposes of decorating the room in the ACA up to a budget of £200.

· That the council purchase furniture for the room in the ACA up to a budget of £500.

· That, notwithstanding the terms of the council’s financial regulations, the RFO and chair/vice chair be authorised to pay for paint, furniture and equipping the room out of the council bank account, provided that the accounts for such purchases be presented for approval at the January 2009 council meeting.

Agreed unanimously
Resolved to defer the following resolution until the January 2009 council meeting:

· That the council arrange for the equipping of the room in the ACA with a telephone line, broadband, computer, printer, photocopier and shredder.

Agreed unanimously
Cllr Kent proposed setting up a working group to liaise with the ACA and deal with the furnishing and equipping of the office.

Seconded: Cllr Lyn Buckley.

The group comprises: Cllrs Allen, Lyn Buckley, Fineberg, Gilbert, and Kent.

(Post meeting the Clerk received a reply from Cllr Allen asking for the following proposal which was omitted at the meeting, to be included as a point of information only:
· As a cost-saving measure, the Parish Council should carry out as much of the work themselves, as possible.)

Alwoodley Community Association is seeking a grant of £1,100 towards decorating costs for the meeting room. District Councillors have agreed to fund £500 and the parish council has been approached for a contribution. 

Resolved: To donate £250 to ACA towards redecoration costs for the meeting room.

Proposed: Cllr Kent

Seconded: Cllr Allen

An amendment to the resolution, to donate £200 was put to the vote: 3 in favour, 7 against. 

This resolution was put to the vote: 8 in favour, 2 against.

The resolution to donate £250 was carried

6. Parish Survey
Cllr Neil Buckley gave an update on the Parish Survey. Three companies had been approached for quotations and information has been obtained from Royal Mail about obtaining a Freepost licence. The working party has recommended: approving one company to carry out the printing work, and obtaining the Freepost licence. Envelopes should be ready for door-to-door delivery by Friday 21 November. Cllr Brown offered to provide a list of properties, and all Cllrs (apart from Cllrs Pearlman and Kent) agreed to help with the delivery.


Resolved:

· That the council takes out a Freepost licence with the Royal Mail

· That the council appoints Technoprint to print the survey leaflet and ancillary documents and delivers the survey by the end of November 2008.

· That the council pays the printer’s fees upon delivery of the printer’s invoice, up to a limit of £1,200.

· That the RFO and chair/vice chair be authorised to pay for the Freepost licence and printer’s fees out of the council bank account, provided that the relevant invoices for such purchases be presented for approval at the January 2009 meeting.

Agreed unanimously
7. Website
Cllr Kent gave an update on the website.

Cllr Pearlman proposed that interim arrangements for the legal notices published on the website be followed, until the matters can be presented at the next two parish council meetings.

The following policies were proposed, since they form part of our insurance requirements:

· Slander and libel on the website

· Specific procedures to deal with complaints arising from material appearing on, or the operation of the website.

Agreed unanimously that these two policies were accepted.

8. Finance

Bank account:

Cllr Gilbert informed the meeting that at present the finances stand at 

£35,020. 

Resolved that when the sum of £25,000 comes off deposit on 11 November, the sum of £20,000 be put back on long term deposit until 11 February 2009.

Agreed unanimously.

Resolved that Cllr Gilbert investigate whether it is possible to obtain a bank debit card for use by the Council.

Agreed unanimously
Insurance

Resolved that the Clerk in consultation with the RFO takes out insurance cover for council premises and property if required.

Agreed unanimously.

Resolved that not withstanding the terms of the council’s financial regulations, the RFO and chair/vice-chair be authorised to pay the premium for additional insurance provided that the invoice for such insurance be presented for approval at the January 2009 council meeting.

Agreed unanimously.

Resolved that the Clerk in consultation with the RFO increases the insurance cover for assault/personal accident for the clerk.

Agreed unanimously.

Invoices

Cllr Gilbert presented a schedule of invoices for payment:

· Cllr Allen – parking charges

· Cllr Gilbert – stationery

· Zurich insurance – insurance premium

Resolved that the council approve the invoices scheduled for payment.

Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley

Seconded: Cllr Brown

Councillors’ expenses

It was agreed that Cllr Fineberg would circulate copies of Leeds City Council’s guidelines on councillors’ expenses, and that any comments should be forwarded to Cllr Gilbert.

Mileage claims – the YLCA can provide information about mileage rates for claims. Cllr Brown reminded the parish council that motor insurance policies need to include semi-business use.

Amendment of Financial Regulations

It was agreed to defer this item until the next meeting.

9.
Parish Notice Boards

Cllr Fineberg presented a report about parish council notice boards and gave a verbal update about displaying parish council information on existing notice boards. Cllr Kent agreed to provide a copy of the parish council logo on encapsulated card for display on the library notice board.


Resolved:

· The council permits the working group to decide the number of boards and proceed with obtaining quotations for the supply, fixing and erection of boards as required.

· To negotiate with property owners where required and obtain planning permission if needed.

· To allow councillors to order selected boards if practical before the next parish council meeting in January 2009, up to a maximum of four.

Proposed: Cllr Neil Buckley

Seconded: Cllr Kent

Cllr Williams proposed that Cllr Smith joins the working group.

Seconded: Cllr Kent

10.
Floral displays etc.

Cllr Neil Buckley gave a verbal update on progress made investigating the feasibility of purchasing and erecting parish boundary stones.


Cllr Neil Buckley proposed that he should be authorised to contact Birch Groundworks to obtain costs; and investigate the procedures involved in erecting boundary stones.


Seconded: Cllr Allen

11.
YLCA Leeds branch meeting

Cllr Fineberg presented a report about this meeting.


Cllr Pearlman proposed that this report be received.


Seconded: Cllr Gilbert

12.
Freedom of Information Act, new model publication scheme 2008


This new publication scheme can be adopted by parish councils. Adoption needs to take place before 31 December 2008 and the scheme will be operational from 1 January 2009.


Cllr Pearlman proposed that the parish council adopts the necessary parts of the scheme.


Seconded: Cllr Lyn Buckley


Cllr Allen proposed that the Clerk in consultation with the RFO register with the Information Commission and pay the £35 fee; and that a working group be created comprising Cllrs Gilbert, Kent and Pearlman to investigate how this is put into practise.


Seconded: Cllr Lyn Buckley

13.
Report on 2008-09 Budget and precept for 2009-2010

Cllr Gilbert presented a report about 2008-09 budget and precept for 2009-2010.

Resolved that the council agrees that the precept for 2009-2010 remains the same as 2008-09.

Agreed unanimously.

14.
Appointment of parish clerk

This was held in closed session and the Clerk withdrew from the meeting for the first resolution

Resolved:

· That the terms of the clerk’s contract of employment be approved and that the clerk commence employment with the parish council on 3 November 2008.

· That the RFO registers the council with the HMRC for PAYE purposes and set up a standing order for payment of the clerk’s wages.

· That the council purchase for the use of the clerk a prepaid mobile phone for exclusive use on council business, and maintain it in credit.

· That the council purchase for the use of the clerk a laptop computer, printer, and appropriate software for exclusive use on council business up to a maximum of £1,000.

· That not withstanding the terms of the council’s financial regulations, the RFO and chair/vice-chair be authorised to pay for a phone and laptop computer, printer and appropriate software out of the council bank account, provided that the invoices for such purchases be presented for approval at the January 2009 council meeting.

Agreed unanimously.

15.
Date of next meetings

The next meeting of the Alwoodley Parish Council Planning Committee will take place on Monday 5th January 2009 at 7.00pm at the Alwoodley Community Centre. (Post meeting it was agreed that an extraordinary meeting of the Planning Committee would take place on Monday 1st December 2008).

The next meeting of Alwoodley Parish Council will take place on Monday 5th January 2009 at 7.45pm at the Alwoodley Community Centre.
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