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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 

Monday 9th February 2009

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 10.00pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Carol Allen

Cllr. Jonathan Brown

Cllr. Roger Gilbert

Cllr. Dave Kent

Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

Public participation

Two members of the public were present (until minute 2009/23). One member of the public suggested that the Parish Council could send a representative to the Parish Council Liaison group run by Leeds City Council. Cllr Fineberg explained that a representative from the Parish Council had attended a previous meeting, although unfortunately the date of the last meeting had coincided with a meeting of the Parish Council.

2009/15 
Apologies for absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Lyn Buckley, Neil Buckley, Pearlman and Robinson.
2009/16
Disclosures of interest



None. 

2009/17
Minutes of last meeting

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2009 be accepted as a true and accurate record.

Proposed: Cllr Allen

Seconded: Cllr Smith

2009/18 
Planning Committee
Cllr Allen gave a brief resume of today’s planning committee meeting. Two members of the public had attended the meeting to ask for the Parish Council’s support at a forthcoming Planning Appeal to be held on Thursday 26 February 10:00am at Leeds Civic Hall. The appeal relates to a planning application for 21 and 23 The View. Cllr Allen agreed to send a reminder to the Parish Council.

2009/19 
Update on Alwoodley Parish Council office
Resolved:  To order the second hand furniture listed in the report at the point when decorating permits. 
Agreed unanimously

Resolved: The Clerk will choose her own chair and it will be purchased at the same time as the rest of the furniture.
Agreed unanimously
Resolved: To purchase sundry items to a maximum value of £150.
Proposed: Cllr Gilbert

Seconded: Cllr Kent

Tenancy agreement: it was agreed to defer the selection of a solicitor to advise the council on the terms of the tenancy agreement of the room in the ACA until the next meeting.
Cllr Allen agreed to contact the ACA to discuss a recent item of correspondence received from them; and also inform them that the tenancy agreement will commence once the outstanding repairs to the cupboard doors have been completed and decorating work can be carried out. 

Proposed: Cllr Allen

Seconded: Cllr Kent

IT equipment for the office. It was agreed to defer this item until the next meeting in March.

2009/20
The interim adoption of the NALC model standing orders, and proposal to introduce a standard end of meeting time of 9.30pm


Cllr Fineberg proposed moving this item up the agenda. 

Resolved: to adopt the NALC model standing orders on an interim basis and introduce a standard end of meeting time of 9:30pm

Proposed: Cllr Fineberg

Seconded: Cllr Gilbert


The resolution was carried by a majority vote

2009/21
Update on the website

Cllr Kent gave a verbal update on the website. The front page has been re-designed, the grant application form is now up and running and one on-line grant application has been received. There are also several advertisements for local events.

2009/22
The Parish Council’s publications policy
Cllr Kent gave a verbal update on the Parish Council’s publications policy and it was agreed that this item could be discharged from the agenda.



2009/23
Finance

Resolved: When the sum of £20,274.11 comes off deposit on 18 February 2009, that £15,000 will be placed on three month deposit until 18 May 2009.

Agreed unanimously

Section 137 Grant Scheme – One grant application has been received. Cllr Gilbert and Cllr Robinson will review this application. It was agreed to defer this item until the next meeting in March.

Appointment of an internal auditor – the clerks to four parish councils had been consulted and quotations from two internal auditors had been sought. The Clerk confirmed that for contracts less than £500, and where reasonable attempts had been made to obtain quotations, it was acceptable to consider less than the three quotations.

Resolved: To appoint Bryan Metcalf as the internal auditor, and to retain Mr Metcalf to carry out a “pre-audit” inspection of the council’s procedures and books during February.

Agreed unanimously

Royal Mail investigations into missing questionnaires – Cllr Gilbert gave a verbal update.  Royal Mail had billed the Parish Council for 1,500 responses, although only 1,000 had been received. Royal Mail agreed to credit the parish council £130.86. It was agreed that the Parish Council should pay for the actual number of responses received.

Staples Account – An online business account has been set up in the parish council’s name

Resolved: To set up a Business Card account with a maximum credit limit of £100 to be used by the Clerk and RFO to purchase stationery

Agreed unanimously

Insurance – It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the ACA to ask whether they have Public Liability Insurance.

Cllr Gilbert agreed to investigate whether the Parish Council’s proposed notice boards are covered by the Parish Council’s insurance. The item was deferred to the next meeting in March.

Schedule of invoices – It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate the level of information that needs to be published.

Resolved: To pay the schedule of invoices

Proposed: Cllr Allen

Seconded: Cllr Smith

Clerk’s overtime – The Clerk had worked an additional 16hrs 45 minutes overtime in December.

Resolved: To pay the Clerk’s overtime

Proposed: Cllr Kent

Seconded: Cllr Allen

Responsible Financial Officer

Resolved: That the Clerk takes over the post of Responsible Financial Officer from 1st April and that any queries relating to the 2008/9 financial year would be relayed to Cllr Gilbert.

Agreed unanimously

2009/24
Parish Council notice boards

Cllr Williams gave an update on the notice boards. The written consent of the owners of the land/shops and information about planning permission from Leeds City Council has yet to be received. 

Quotations from three companies have been received. 
Resolved that once written consent and information about planning permission has been received, the Clerk order the notice boards up to a value of £5,000.  

Agreed unanimously

Resolved that the Clerk submits an application to cover the costs of the notice boards to Leeds City Council’s Environmental Fund, and makes further inquiries about funds in 2009/10.

Agreed unanimously

2009/25
Boundary Stones

Cllr Neil Buckley had provided a written update about a meeting with a representative from Leeds City Council’s Highways Department, they may carry out a site visit to assess the situation.

It was agreed to defer further discussion of this item to a future meeting of the Parish Council.

2009/26
Public responses to the Parish Council survey

Cllr Lyn Buckley had provided a written update about her inquiries. She had made contact with the Neighbourhood Watch contact for the police, PC Muscroft, who explained that Neighbourhood Watches generally comprise two or three streets. 


It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the PC Muscroft to find out whether he has a budget to pay for public meetings, with a view to setting up a series of meetings in local schools and church halls. 

Cllrs Kent gave an update on the survey. It was agreed that an informal meeting of the parish council would be set up in March by email or internet program to discuss the results and the formation of an action plan. 

2009/27
Annual Parish Meeting date


Resolved: To book St Barnabas Church Hall on Tuesday 28th April for the Annual Parish Meeting.


Agreed unanimously

2009/28
Suspension of Standing Orders

Resolved: To suspend Standing Orders and conclude the meeting at 10.00pm


Proposed: Cllr Kent


Seconded: Cllr Brown

2009/29
Chairman’s Allowance


This item was adjourned.

2009/30
Councillors’ and Clerk’s expenses
Resolved: That the council provide each councillor and the clerk with paper for use in the current financial year according to usage.


Agreed unanimously

Resolved: That in the current financial year the council contributes to each councillor and the clerk a sum towards the cost of ink cartridges according to usage.


Agreed unanimously

Resolved: That the council reimburses councillors and the clerk for use of cars on council business at the rates agreed by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services as from 1 April 2008.

Agreed unanimously
2009/31
Correspondence
· A copy of a letter from Cllr Peter Harrand to Leeds City Council’s Highways Department about salt bins had been received. Cllr Fineberg had attended a meeting with about gritting with Leeds City Council, their priorities are primary routes and secondary routes; side roads and cul-de-sacs are not gritted.

· A message of thanks had been received from Alwoodley Community Association for the £250 towards the redecoration of the council meeting room.

· A copy of the agenda for the YLCA branch meeting on 12 February at Leeds Civic Hall had been received.

Resolved: That copies of the Parish Council agendas and minutes be circulated to the three City Councillors.

Agreed unanimously

2009/32
Date of the next meeting

The next meeting of Alwoodley Parish Council will take place on Monday 2nd March 2009 at 7.30pm at the Alwoodley Community Centre.
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