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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council

Meeting held on 

Monday 4th January 2010
at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 9:55 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley
Cllr. Roger Gilbert
Cllr. Dave Kent 
Cllr. Jerry Pearlman
Cllr. Amy Robinson
Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

2010/1

Public participation

No members of the public were present.

RESOLVED: To begin the meeting immediately due to the inclement weather and allocate time slot for public participation later in the meeting, if necessary.
Proposed: Cllr Fineberg
Agreed unanimously

2010/2

To receive any apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Carol Allen and Jonathan Brown. 
2010/3

To receive any disclosures of interest


None.
2010/4

Re-ordering the agenda



RESOLVED: To bring forward items 10,11,14 and 15
Proposed: Cllr Fineberg
Agreed unanimously

2010/5
To consider setting aside a sum of £5,000 as a grant for Alwoodley in Bloom in 2010/2011

After some discussion it was


RESOLVED: To make provision to a maximum of £10,000 for community-based groups to carry out parish enhancement projects.

Proposed: Cllr Smith


Seconded: Cllr Williams
2010/6
To receive an update about the playground at The Avenue and to consider approving a contribution of up to £5,000  
An update on a recent meeting was provided. Some disquiet was expressed about the proposed Teen Shelter in the playground, but after some discussion it was


RESOLVED: To approve a contribution of up to £5,000 



Proposed: Cllr Kent


Seconded: Cllr Robinson
2010/7
To agree to set funds of £3,500 aside each year for the 2011 election costs to the Parish Council
After some discussion it was agreed not to set aside any additional funds for a by-election, but it was

RESOLVED: To set aside funds of £5,000 in 2009/2010 and 2010/2011 for the 2011 election costs.


Proposed: Cllr Robinson



Seconded: Cllr Kent


2010/8
To consider three alternative proposals for the Parish Precept for 2010/2011 
RESOLVED: To set the precept at the previous figure of £36,720



Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Seconded: Cllr Smith
2010/9

Minutes of previous meeting


RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2009
Proposed: Cllr Pearlman
Seconded: Cllr Williams
2010/10
Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting  
None.
2010/11
Local issues

a. 35/X35 Bus service – to receive an update
A letter had been received from Metro about recent problems with the 35/X25 bus service. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact First Bus if a further response had not been received by the end of February.

b. To consider a request to ask Leeds City Council to install some double yellow lines on Nursery Lane opposite Birkdale Drive
This issue was raised by a local resident. It was agreed to refer this matter to the Alwoodley Ward Councillors as this side of Nursery Lane lies outside the Parish Council boundary.
c. HGVs on King Lane – to receive an update and consider any action
An email had been received from Leeds City Council’s Highways Department which states that a survey conducted in August 2009 revealed a total two-way flow of 73 HGVs – 1.5% of the total traffic. In view of this percentage the City Council states that it cannot recommend a weight restriction.   
The Parish Council agreed that they were not satisfied with this response, in view of the narrowness and the cutting. King Lane was identified as a danger spot in the Parish Council survey and the shops and schools mentioned in the email are at the bottom of King Lane. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the Highways Department with the above comments and ask them to re-visit this issue.

d. Absence of sand and salt in the Parish
Cllr Pearlman explained that he had been approached by several concerned residents about the lack of sand and salt during the present cold snap. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Leeds City Council to request some additional bins, and to inquire as to whether Alwoodley has proportionally more bins as it is higher than other areas of Leeds. The Clerk was also asked to copy this letter to the Alwoodley Ward Councillors.
2010/12
To receive the minutes from the Planning Committee and Finance Committee
The minutes from the Planning Committee held on 10th were accepted and Cllr Pearlman gave a summary of activity from the Planning Committee meeting on 4th January.


Cllr Gilbert raised two amendments to the minutes of the Finance Committee:

F2009/7 – To recommend the re-election of Bryan Metcalf as the Parish Council’s Internal Auditor

F2009/8 – To recommend the election of Councillor Brown as the Parish Council’s second Internal Controller for the remainder of 2009/2010.
2010/13
Parish Council Internal Controllers

RESOLVED: To amend this proposal to read: To recommend the election of Councillor Brown as the Parish Council’s second Internal Controller for the remainder of 2009/2010; and to agree to elect Councillor Brown to this position.


Proposed: Cllr Kent


Seconded: Cllr Robinson
2010/14
To agree the schedule of invoices and receive the RFO’s report
RESOLVED – To agree the schedule of invoices and receive the RFO’s report
Proposed: Cllr Pearlman
Seconded: Cllr Lyn Buckley
2010/15
Lengthsman Working Party
Two expressions of interest have been received following articles in the local press. It was agreed that a copy of the advertisement would be added to the Parish Council website. It was also agreed that if the two applications received to date are suitable, the applicants would be invited for an interview.

2010/16
To set up a Working Party to help set up a Farmers’ Market and ensure a connection to the Parish Council 

Cllr Smith reported back that the manager at Leeds Seventeen has expressed an interest in holding a Farmers’ Market.


RESOLVED: To establish a working party consisting of Cllrs Smith and Williams and to put the Leeds Farmers’ Market representative in touch with Leeds Seventeen.


Proposed: Cllr Smith


Agreed unanimously
2010/17
To note the report from the Wetherby Crime Panel and receive an update on the last meeting of the Crime Prevention Panel

The report and update were noted. It was agreed to add this information to the Parish Council website.
2010/18
To amend the remit of the Finance Committee and alter its status to a Working Party

After some discussion on this item, it was 

PROPOSED: To remit this matter to the next meeting of the Parish Council, all associated papers to be circulated not less than seven days in advance and no additional papers to be circulated after this date.


Proposed: Cllr Pearlman


Seconded: Cllr Kent


PROPOSED: That the motion now be put


Proposed: Cllr Pearlman


Seconded: Cllr Kent


RESOLVED: That this matter be placed on the agenda of the next meeting on 1st February as the first item following the standard items. Any supporting documents must be forwarded to the Clerk before midnight on Saturday 23rd January.

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman


Seconded: Cllr Kent

2010/19
To suspend the Standing Order relating to the time when the meeting finishes


Resolved: Cllr Smith

Agreed unanimously
2010/20
To receive an update on the purchase of IT equipment

Cllr Kent gave an update. It was agreed at the meeting on 6th April 2009 to purchase IT equipment up to a maximum of £3,000. From this total it was  
RESOLVED: To approve the expenditure of up to £1,500 for two laptops and associated software and equipment, and £250 for a shredder and safe for use in the office. 

Proposed: Cllr Kent

Agreed unanimously
Cllr Kent explained that reduced prices in the current sales make it impractical to obtain three quotes. The Clerk authorised Cllr Gilbert to place the order for the IT equipment on the Parish Council’s behalf.

Cllr Kent agreed to provide more information about the options for purchasing a printer and scanner prior to the next Parish Council meeting.
2010/21
To note the following items of correspondence:
 An invitation to the Town & Parish Council Forum on Thursday 21st January 2010 at Thorner Parish Centre
2010/22
Agenda items for the next meeting
· Allotments
· Report about footpaths
2010/23
To agree the date and time of the next meeting
Monday 1st February 2010 at 7.30pm
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Chairman_________________________________
Date __________________

