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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council

Meeting held on 

Monday 2nd November 2009

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 9:45 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Carol Allen
Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley
Cllr. Roger Gilbert
Cllr. Dave Kent 
Cllr Jerry Pearlman

Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

2009/207
Public participation

Two members of the public were present.

Alwoodley in Bloom
Mrs Ann Veitch, the Chairman of Alwoodley in Bloom came to thank the Parish Council for their recent grant and let them know that 3,500 bulbs have recently been planted by Alwoodley in Bloom. 

Request for the Parish Council’s support
A local resident approached the Parish Council to request their support in an attempt to purchase some land from Leeds University to use as a soakaway. Cllr Lyn Buckley recommended arranging a meeting with the University, and Cllr Fineberg thanked the resident for attending and agreed to consult Cllr Pearlman for his advice following the meeting. The local resident thanked the Parish Council for their interest and offered to contact the Clerk with any information.
2009/208
To receive any apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Jonathan Brown and Amy Robinson
2009/209
To receive any disclosures of interest


None.
2009/210
Minutes of previous meeting


RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5th October 2009
Proposed: Cllr Allen
Seconded: Cllr Williams
2009/211
Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting  
Cllr Pearlman asked whether anyone had volunteered to make a presentation on RadioJ Com. Cllr Fineberg had volunteered at the previous meeting.
2009/212
Public issues

Replacement of Dog Fouling notices on lamp posts

Cllr Smith had been approached by two local residents (from Alwoodley Park and the Birkdales) complaining that dog fouling signs have not been installed on replacement lamp posts.

RESOLVED – The Clerk will write to Leeds City Council to inquire about the replacement of dog fouling notices.
2009/213
To receive the minutes from the Planning Committee
The minutes from the Planning Committee held on 5th October were accepted and Cllr Pearlman gave a summary of activity from the Planning Committee meeting on 2nd November.
2009/214
To agree the schedule of invoices and receive the RFO’s report
Cllr Fineberg asked the Clerk to ensure that any items of expenditure relating to training are itemised separately in the Parish Council’s accounts.

Cllr Pearlman informed the meeting that his inquiries into the ownership of the land at the northern junction of King Lane and The Avenue is now complete and that the Land Registry has returned Cheque number 111. The cheque was cancelled by the Clerk. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Leeds City Council and ask them to identify which areas of the land they own and then ask them to agree to a similar proposal to the recent work on the southern junction.
RESOLVED – To agree the schedule of invoices and receive the RFO’s report
Proposed: Cllr Kent

Seconded: Cllr Gilbert
2009/215
Lengthsman Working Party
RESOLVED - To agree to advertise for the appointment of a parish council lengthsman for the reasons and purposes set out in Appendix 2 [attached] and in accordance with a form of contract [amended] which is part of Appendix 2. 

Proposed: Cllr Neil Buckley

Agreed unanimously

Cllr Allen suggested withholding the proposed advertisement in the Leeds Weekly News until other sources proved fruitless.

The Lengthsman Working Party agreed to deal with the recruitment and selection for this post.
2009/216
Insurance renewal

RESOLVED - To agree to accept the renewal insurance policy from Zurich Insurance 

Proposed: Cllr Kent


Seconded: Cllr Gilbert

2009/217
To receive an update on the playground on The Avenue

Leeds City Council had provided four proposals ranging from £17,000 - £42,000 and these were available to view following the last Parish Council meeting. The Ward Councillors are unhappy with the proposals and Cllr Harrand has proposed holding a meeting with the two other Ward Councillors and representatives from the Parish Council. Cllr Fineberg has responded that the Parish Council are happy to attend a meeting.

Cllr Allen agreed to provide a written summary of progress to date as an appendix for the next meeting.

2009/218
To consider some possible venues for a Farmers’ Market

Cllr Smith reported back that the ACA feel that the Community Hall is too busy to be a suitable venue and there is not enough space outside the shops at the top of The Avenue.


Cllr Pearlman suggested investigating the feasibility of using one of the fields on The Avenue and asked the Clerk to contact Leeds City Council to establish whether they own the land.
2009/219
To receive an update on the purchase of IT equipment

Cllr Kent gave an update. It was agreed at the meeting on 6th April 2009 to purchase: a laptop up to a value of £400 and a suite of software for the Clerk; a desktop and scanner/printer for use in the office. 
RESOLVED: To replace the existing four drawer filing cabinets in the office with two drawer cabinets so that the scanner/printer can be placed on the top. 
Proposed: Cllr Kent


Agreed unanimously
The Clerk was asked to contact YLCA to ask their advice about purchasing equipment on-line.
2009/220
To receive an update on Parish Council surgeries

Cllr Kent gave an update and recommended extending the existing six month train period.

RESOLVED: To continue the current “drop-in” surgeries on the first Monday in the month, but to change the current “drop-in” session on the third Saturday morning to “appointment only” . Local residents should phone the Clerk to arrange an appointment.

Proposed: Cllr Kent

Agreed unanimously
2009/221
To establish a Parish Council Finance Committee
Cllr Fineberg tabled this proposal. Cllr Pearlman recommended two amendments to the proposal – that the Clerk/RFO is in attendance, rather than a member of the Finance Committee; and that membership of the Committee should include the Chairman or Deputy Chairman. It was agreed that the quorum for this committee is three members and that the Finance Committee would agree how often it needs to meet. Cllrs Fineberg and Gilbert agreed to become members of this committee and it was agreed to approach Cllr Brown.
RESOLVED: To establish this committee

Proposed: Cllr Gilbert

Seconded: Cllr Pearlman

The proposal was put to the vote – three voted in favour, six abstained. The motion was carried.

2009/222
To receive an update from Cllr Fineberg on the proposed Standing Orders
A draft copy of the proposed Standing Orders has been sent to the YLCA for comments. A meeting of the Standing Orders Working Party will take place on Friday 13th November.
2009/223
To suspend the Standing Order relating to the time when the meeting finishes


Resolved: Cllr Smith

Agreed unanimously
2009/224
To receive a report from the YLCA Leeds Branch meeting
Cllr Fineberg attended this meeting. Minutes from the meeting will be provided by the YLCA and circulated to the Parish Council.
2009/225
To receive a report from Leeds City Council’s Parish and Town Council Annual Forum on 29th October

Cllr Fineberg and the Clerk attended this meeting. The Clerk agreed to circulate her notes from the meeting.
2009/226
To note the following items of correspondence:
·  A newsletter and an invitation to a meeting of Rural Action Yorkshire on 21st November.

·  Cllr Pearlman tabled a copy of Leeds City Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan which he had received. This includes two proposals for Rights of Way improvements in Alwoodley. The Clerk was asked to obtain a second copy for the Parish Council.

·  Invitations to the Alwoodley Art Group Christmas Exhibition. Cllr Gilbert agreed to present the Parish Council Art Prize. 
2009/227
To agree the date and time of the next meetings
Planning Committee – Thursday 10th December 2009 at 7:00pm
Parish Council – Monday 4th January 2010 at 7.30pm
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