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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council

Meeting held on 

Monday 5th October 2009

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 9:35 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Carol Allen

Cllr. Jonathan Brown

Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley

Cllr. Dave Kent 
Cllr Jerry Pearlman

Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

2009/186
Public participation

Two members of the public were present.

Alwoodley in Bloom
The secretary of Alwoodley in Bloom asked the Parish Council to make some inquiries about the usage of two telephone boxes on The Avenue as they have been vandalised and detract from the visual environment. Alwoodley in Bloom are in favour of the boxes being removed. Cllr Fineberg asked the Clerk to make the necessary inquiries.

Alwoodley in Bloom have approached the local shops for sponsorship and have planted the grass verges at the junction of King Lane and The Avenue, although they are concerned about traffic using the frontages as a thoroughfare. Cllr Pearlman informed the meeting that he is carrying out a Land Registry search to identify the owners of the land, as a first step.
Concerns were also raised about vehicles blocking the disabled access point next to the planting area. Cllr Fineberg agreed to examine this issue in more detail.

Cllr Fineberg congratulated Alwoodley in Bloom on their hard work and achievements to date.

2009/187
To receive any apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Roger Gilbert and Amy Robinson
2009/188
To receive any disclosures of interest


None.
2009/189
Minutes of previous meeting
Cllr Pearlman asked for an amendment to Minute 2009/156 – he is investigating the title of the land.


RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7th September 2009
Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley
2009/190
Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting  
Cllr Kent recommended a clarification of the role of the Communications Working Party (Minute 2009/167):
The Communications Working Party is responsible for; 

· The production of the content of on-line and printed APC newsletters and 
web site articles 

· The production of the content of articles for publication in the Alwoodley 
Announcer and Really Useful Guide to Alwoodley and other external 
publications 

· Drafting press releases, for publication by the Clerk, in respect of forthcoming 
events both for APC and also other groups we've helped to set up or are 
involved with e.g. AiB, FOAW, as well as publicising any NW meetings, 
visits from reps from LCC Depts. etc. 

· producing posters, leaflets as and when necessary in respect of the above, 
together with on-line ads. 

· ensuring that media organisations such as Radio Jcom, Leeds Weekly News, 
etc are advised of our monthly meetings so they can advertise them. 

The Communications Working Party is not responsible for responding to enquiries 
from the media on specific topics or pre-emptive statements from the Council about 
issues that might be or become controversial or contentious, unless requested to do so 
by the Council 

RESOLVED: To accept the amendments.
Proposed: Cllr Kent

Agreed unanimously
2009/191
Public issues

a. Allotments
A local resident had emailed the Clerk to inquire about allotments. The Clerk explained that the Parish Council has a duty to consider the provision of allotments, if written representations are received from six electors.

Cllr Fineberg asked the Clerk to contact Leeds City Council to inquire as to whether there are any vacant plots at Wigton Moor School, and whether there is any land available in Alwoodley suitable for allotments.
b. Highways Maintenance Programme
A five year programme of highways maintenance in Alwoodley has been received from Leeds City Council. Members of the Parish Council identified the following additional roads and asked the Clerk to inform Leeds City Council’s Highways Department:

· Wentworth Avenue – heavy traffic due to the school
· Winding Way
· Meadow Way
· The Mount
· Valley Close
2009/192
To receive the minutes from the Planning Committee
The minutes from the Planning Committee held on 7th September were accepted and Cllr Pearlman gave a summary of activity from the Planning Committee meeting on 5th October.
2009/193
To agree the schedule of invoices



Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously

Cllr Fineberg tabled a letter received from Alwoodley in Bloom requesting the additional funds made available by the Parish Council (2009/139) and an additional £1,000.
RESOLVED: To make a payment of £2516 to Alwoodley in Bloom

Proposed; Cllr Fineberg

Agreed unanimously
2009/194
To receive a report from the Lengthsman Working Party

Cllr Neil Buckley gave an update. 


RESOLVED: To contact Shadwell Parish Council to find out how they set up their scheme and bring some specific proposals back to a future meeting of the Parish Council.


Proposed: Cllr Brown


Agreed unanimously
2009/195
To receive an update on Neighbourhood Watch 

RESOLVED: To defer this item to a future meeting.

Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley


Agreed unanimously
2009/196
To receive an update on the playground on The Avenue

Leeds City Council had provided four proposals ranging from £17,000 - £42,000. Members of the Parish Council were advised to examine the proposals and feedback any comments to Cllrs Fineberg or Allen in advance of a meeting with Leeds City Council to discuss the proposals.
2009/197
To receive an update on Parish Council surgeries

RESOLVED: To defer this item to a future meeting.


Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously
2009/198
To agree the use of the Parish Council logo


RESOLVED: Parish Council Working Parties can use the Parish Council logo without prior permission, but that outside organisations must seek permission prior to use it.
Agreed unanimously
2009/199
To review the length, content and format of the agenda



Cllr Kent tabled a report which examined the length, content and format of the agenda. 

RESOLVED: “information only” updates from WPs be circulated as necessary by email 
(e.g. website WP) or a report submitted to the council in advance which is simply 
“received” and only discussed if a councillor wishes to make a comment or seek clarification
Proposed: Cllr Kent

Agreed unanimously

RESOLVED: Items that are deemed important or have proposals that require 
discussion are tabled as item 7 onwards in the meeting.
Proposed: Cllr Kent

Agreed unanimously

Proposal: Meetings finish at 9:00pm. In exceptional circumstances the end of meeting can be delayed until 10:00pm if a councillor makes a proposal that includes a reason why the meeting should continue.

This proposal was withdrawn as this issue will be considered in the draft Standing Orders
The Clerk reminded members of the Parish Council of the agreed deadline for submitting items - eight days in advance of the meeting (Minute ref 2009/178); and the need to identify the course of action in the agenda.
Cllr Fineberg thanked Cllr Kent for his work on this issue.
2009/200
To receive an update on the Parish Council’s Standing Orders 

RESOLVED: To defer this item to the November meeting. 


Proposed: Cllr Fineberg

Agreed unanimously

2009/201
To receive an update on the Clerk’s training and to consider part-funding the Certificate in Local Administration (£25 registration fee)
The Clerk informed the meeting that having completed the Working With Your Council course she would like the Parish Council’s approval to start the Certificate in Local Council Administration.


RESOLVED: To approve the Clerk studying CiCLA and to fund 50% of the costs.


Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously
2009/202
To establish a Parish Council Finance Committee


Cllr Brown suggested that a written report to identify the full remit of the Finance Committee should be brought back to a future meeting. Cllr Fineberg agreed to write this report.
2009/203
To receive the RFO’s report and to consider taking out a high interest deposit account 

RESOLVED: To invest £20,000 in a high interest deposit account @ 0.8% interest for six months.

Proposed: Cllr Brown

Agreed unanimously

2009/204
To note the following items of correspondence:
·  The letter of thanks from Radio J Com was noted and Cllr Fineberg volunteered to appear on Radio J Com with another councillor.
· The invitation from the Alwoodley Park Ladies’ Methodist Group was noted and and Cllr Fineberg agreed to contact them
· The 2009/2010 pay agreement was noted
· An invitation to attend the Leeds branch of the YLCA meeting on 13 October at 7.30pm at Leeds Civic Hall.
2009/205
Agenda items for the next meeting on 2nd November
· The absence of dog fouling notices on lamp posts.
2009/206
To agree the date and time of the next meetings
Planning Committee - Monday 2nd November 2009 at 6.45pm
Parish Council – Monday 2nd November 2009 at 7.30pm
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