[image: image1.jpg]D L
st Gou©




ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council

Meeting held on 

Monday 1st June 2009

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 10.00 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Carol Allen

Cllr. Jonathan Brown

Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley

Cllr. Roger Gilbert

Cllr Jerry Pearlman

Cllr Amy Robinson (until 8.50pm)

Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

2009/96
Public participation

No members of the public were present.

2009/97
To receive any apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Dave Kent and from Cllr Amy Robinson from 8.50pm
2009/98
To receive any disclosures of interest


Cllr Gilbert declared an interest in the item relating to the Friends of Adel Woods
2009/99
Matters arising

Cllr Fineberg congratulated Cllr Pearlman on his recent 2009 Yorkshire Rural Lifetime Achievement Award.
2009/100
Minutes of previous meeting


Cllr Pearlman proposed bringing forward the item on notice boards



Agreed unanimously

Cllr Pearlman proposed adopting the following resolutions:
Seconded: Cllr Robinson
1. That the Notice board Working Party recommendation be accepted up to a value of £6,500
2. That the Notice board Working Party be authorised to go ahead with purchase after permission to place a structure on the highway has been approved by Leeds City Council and the result of the grant application to Leeds City Council’s Environmental Fund is known. 
Cllr Pearlman proposed that the motion now be put to the vote:

Agreed unanimously
Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 11th May 2009
Proposed: Cllr Fineberg

Seconded: Cllr Lyn Buckley

Agreed unanimously

Resolved: To agree to suspend Standing Order 36 [A decision (whether affirmative or negative) of the Council shall not be reversed within six months]
Agreed unanimously

Resolved: To agree to rescind Minute 2009/20 – February 2009 (Resolved to adopt the NALC model standing orders on an interim basis and introduce a standard end of meeting time of 9:30pm Proposed: Cllr Fineberg, Seconded: Cllr Gilbert. The resolution was carried by a majority vote) and to adopt the following resolution:
Ordinary Meetings of the Council
Unless otherwise agreed the ORDINARY meetings of the Council shall be held on the first Monday of each month (save the months of August and December when no meetings are commonly held)

Save where the Council varies this, all meetings shall be held in the Council Room of the Alwoodley Community Association and shall commence at 7.30pm and shall conclude at 9.30pm.

Where the business of the agenda has not been completed and the Council determines to continue with the business in hand, the Council shall move a motion to suspend Standing Orders until 10.00pm, at which point any unfinished business shall be included in the agenda of the next meeting or;

The Council determines that outstanding business shall be dealt with at an interim meeting of the Council.

Open Session
At the start of each Council meeting, there shall be a period of no more than 15 minutes during which time any resident of the Council’s area or anyone who practises any trade or profession or is employed within the area may raise any matter relevant to the Council, its functions or area, or inhabitants or some of them.

Any matter raised may after debate be further responded to in writing or may be referred to a committee or sub-committee if further consideration is deemed necessary.

Proposed: Cllr Gilbert

Seconded: Cllr Smith

Agreed unanimously

2009/101
To receive the minutes from the Planning Committee


Cllr Pearlman gave a summary of activity from the Planning Committee meeting on 1st June:

· The Planning Committee will contact Leeds City Council’s Planning Department to express concerns about an application relating to 10 Lakeland Drive.
· A local resident had attended to comment on an application for 4 Sandmoor Avenue, but this application had not been received from Leeds City Council’s Planning Department. The Planning Committee will contact Leeds about this. 
· Two local residents had attended to comment on an application for 266 Alwoodley Lane. The Planning Committee will contact Leeds City Council to express their concern about this form of development taking place in the parish.
2009/102
To approve the Annual Return for the financial year 2008-9 
The Clerk was asked to check with the Internal Auditor whether £5,000 agreed in February 2009 to fund the Parish Council notice boards could be earmarked as a commitment, and what percentage of the budget should be earmarked as a contingency fund.

Resolved : the annual return is approved by the Parish Council, and signed by the Chairman and Clerk once this advice is received.
Agreed unanimously

2009/103
To review membership of the Parish Council office working party (Cllrs Allen, Lyn Buckley, Fineberg, Gilbert, Kent, Smith). Item deferred from the meeting on 11th May 2009. 

It was agreed to the work of the Parish Council office working party be absorbed by the ACA Liaison Group

Proposed: Cllr Allen


Agreed unanimously
2009/104
To receive an update on bulbs/flowers and Alwoodley in Bloom 
Cllr Neil Buckley gave an update on this item. 160 local residents have been invited to a meeting on 15th June. Cllr Williams recommended adding a sentence to the letter of invitation asking any local residents who were unable to attend the meeting, but were still interested to let them know.

Resolved: To agree the letter from Alwoodley in Bloom, with Councillor Williams’ amendments, inviting interested local residents to a meeting on 15th June, and to agree the costs of printing and distribution to a maximum of £200.
Agreed unanimously
Cllr Brown volunteered to print the letters in full colour
Cllr Fineberg volunteered to buy the envelopes

Cllr Lyn Buckley agreed to contact Cllr Kent and ask him to print the address labels

Cllr Neil Buckley volunteered to buy the stamps

It was agreed that any members of the working party could volunteer to join Alwoodley in Bloom. 
2009/105
Wetherby and District Crime Prevention Panel
Resolved: To nominate a representative to attend the Wetherby and District Crime Prevention Panel and to agree to make a donation in support of the panel’s work 


Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley


Seconded: Cllr Neil Buckley


Proposed: Cllr Fineberg nominated Cllr Lyn Buckley as the Parish Council’s representative


Seconded: Cllr Allen


It was agreed to defer the decision as to the amount of donation to a later meeting.
2009/106
To consider a response to an email about young people camping in the wooded area next to the Birkdales and setting fire to trees 

It was agreed that the Clerk would forward the complaint to the Police and inform the local resident.
2009/107
To receive an update on the proposal to hold Councillors’ Surgeries and to set dates for future surgeries

Cllr Fineberg recommended publishing notices of the Councillors’ Surgeries on the notice boards, and setting up a working party to agree dates, times, attendees and publicity. Cllr Gilbert agreed to email the other members of the Parish Council. 
2009/108
That the council appoint solicitors to draw up the tenancy agreement for the office

Cllr Pearlman has drawn up a licence, and proposed:

The matter will lie on the table for the time being.


Agreed unanimously

2009/109
That the council considers the application for a grant for the setting up a Friends of Adel Woods Group

Cllr Gilbert was approached by five local residents interested in joining a Friends of Adel Woods Group at the Annual Parish Meeting. It was agreed that the Friends of Adel Woods need to form a group and apply for a grant from the Parish Council.
2009/110
To discuss the issues raised during the question and answer session at the Annual Parish Meeting on 28th April (Appendix 5)

Cllr Fineberg proposed to defer this matter until the end of the meeting, and if there was insufficient time to defer it to the next meeting.


Agreed unanimously

2009/111
To consider a response to Leeds City Council’s consultation exercise on changes to the Council’s leadership arrangements (Appendices 6, 6.1 and 6.2) deadline for responses 3rd July 2009


Cllr Brown abstained from the discussion and vote on this item.
Question 1 Which form of leadership (executive) would you prefer Leeds City Council to have?


Resolved: To select: Leader and Cabinet
Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

Seconded: Cllr Gilbert

Question 2b I prefer the Leader and Cabinet form of leadership because
Resolved: To select the following options: 

· I think councillors should choose who should lead the Council

· I think councillors should be able to remove the person leading the Council

· It is similar to the current form of leadership

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

Seconded: Cllr Gilbert

Question 3 Please use this space to add any other comments you have
Resolved: To respond ‘None’

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

Seconded: Cllr Gilbert

Question 4 Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of a group?
Resolved: To respond ‘Group – Alwoodley Parish Council’

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

Seconded: Cllr Gilbert

2009/112
To resolve the issue of training for councillors in the year 2009-10
After some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Yorkshire Local Councils Association and Leeds City Council to ask what training they are able to provide to the Parish Council.
Resolved: To set aside £1,000 towards a training budget, and this to be reviewed at a later date.

Proposed: Cllr Fineberg

Agreed unanimously

2009/113
To set a time line for action by the council over the next two years
Cllr Kent has added a calendar to the website showing forthcoming plans and events for the next two years. It was agreed that this calendar could include any agreed training events.
Resolved: To ask Cllr Robinson to tell the Parish Council what needs to be included in a parish plan then set up a separate meeting to discuss this in more detail.

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

Agreed unanimously
Resolved: To suspend the Standing Order relating to the time that Parish Council meetings should end, and enable the meeting to continue until 10.00pm.

Proposed: Cllr Allen

Agreed unanimously
Resolved: To seek advice from Leeds City Council about the procedure for increasing the number of members of the Parish Council and to add this to a future agenda for discussion

Proposed: Cllr Brown

Seconded: Cllr Pearlman

2009/114
To decide whether to hold a meeting in August

Resolved: to defer this discussion to the next meeting in July.

Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously

2009/115
To decide whether to have a display on the council stall at the ACA Gala
It was agreed to include displays about Alwoodley in Bloom, Neighbourhood Watch and the Friends of Adel Woods, and to display copies of the recent newsletter.
2009/116
To consider a draft budget for 2009-2010
Resolved: To refer the draft budget produced by Cllr Brown to the Budget Working Party and bring this item back to a future meeting

Proposed: Cllr Fineberg

Agreed unanimously
2009/117
To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Watch scheme
Cllr Lyn Buckley reported that although many local residents were interested in joining Neighbourhood Watch schemes, very few had volunteered to act as co-ordinators. It was agreed that a request for volunteers to act as co-ordinators should be included in Cllr Fineberg’s article in the Alwoodley Advertiser.
2009/118
To receive an update on Boundary Stones
Cllr Neil Buckley gave an update on the boundary stones. Brian De-Lucchi has forwarded the Parish Council’s proposal to the three Ward Councillors for their comments and will forward these to Cllr Buckley.
2009/119
To receive an update on IT equipment for the Office

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Leeds City Council to find out whether they could purchase some IT equipment on the Parish Council’s behalf.
2009/120
To receive an update on the engraved sign to go outside the office door

The engraved sign has been purchased and now needs fixing to the wall.
2009/121
To consider whether the website information about local businesses should include those businesses that are run from premises or private homes within that parish boundary 

This item was withdrawn.

2009/122
To agree the schedule of invoices 


It was agreed to add the invoice for the engraved sign to the list of invoices to be paid. 



Resolved: To agree the schedule of invoices



Agreed unanimously
2009/123
Standing order for office rent




Resolved: To agree to set up a standing order to pay the rent for the Parish Council Office


Proposed: Cllr Pearlman



Agreed unanimously
2009/124
Any other business

Cllr Pearlman asked whether ‘Any other business’ could be included in a Parish Council meeting. The Clerk advised that ‘Any other business’ could only be used to raise points of interest, and not to make decisions.
Overhanging branches – an inquiry has been received from a local resident and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Leeds City Council to ascertain responsibility.

Precept from Leeds City Council – Cllr Brown asked the Clerk to confirm that the Parish Council has received the precept from Leeds City Council.

Existence of standing orders – Cllr Pearlman asked Cllr Fineberg whether the Parish Council has any standing orders. Cllr Fineberg confirmed that the only standing orders are those he devised which were approved at the February meeting.
2009/125
Agenda items for the next meeting on 6th July
To discuss the issues raised during the question and answer session at the Annual Parish Meeting on 28th April
To decide whether to hold a meeting in August

2009/126
To agree the date and time of the next meetings
Planning Committee - Monday 6th July 2009 at 6.45pm
Parish Council – Monday 6th July 2009 at 7.30pm

Cllr Allen gave her apologies in advance for both meetings.
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