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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council

Meeting held on 

Monday 6th July 2009

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 10.10 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Jonathan Brown

Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley

Cllr. Roger Gilbert

Cllr. Dave Kent (until 10.00pm)

Cllr Jerry Pearlman

Cllr Amy Robinson (from 7.55pm until 8.55pm)

Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

2009/127
Public participation

Three members of the public were present.

Cllr Fineberg asked the Clerk to include a new category on the agenda for local issues, which gives members of the public the opportunity to speak.

Alwoodley Motors – a member of the public asked whether the Parish Council has any information about Alwoodley Motors. Cllr Pearlman explained that no planning application has been received to date. The Parish Council have already contacted Leeds City Council about this matter and it was explained that unless the premises are unsafe nothing can be done. Cllr Fineberg agreed to discuss this with the two solicitors on the Parish Council in case they could recommend an alternative course of action.

Neighbourhood Watch – a member of the public had expressed an interest, but had not been contacted as yet. Cllr Lyn Buckley took some contact details to forward to PC Dave Muscroft. Cllr Lyn Buckley explained that very few local residents had volunteered to act as co-ordinators and asked everyone to forward the names of anyone who may be interested to her. 
2009/128
To receive any apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Carol Allen, and from Cllr Amy Robinson from 7.30 – 7.55 and from 8.55pm onwards
2009/129
To receive any disclosures of interest


Cllr Gilbert declared an interest in the item relating to the Friends of Adel Woods and abstained from the discussion and vote on this item.
2009/130
Minutes of previous meeting


Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1st June 2009
Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley
Seconded: Cllr Williams
Cllr Brown asked the Clerk to confirm that the Parish Council would be able to earmark £5,000 from 2008/9 as a commitment (Minute 2009/102). The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council’s Internal Auditor had approved this proposal.
2009/131
To consider a response to Councillor Peter Harrand about the proposed bus stop on The Avenue
Cllr Fineberg proposed bringing this item forward. 

Agreed unanimously

Two members of the public commented on the unsuitability of the proposed location, an earlier commitment made by Metro not to use double-decker buses on this route – which had not been honoured.

After some discussion it was:

Resolved: That the siting of the bus stop is dangerous, unnecessary, intrusive and breaks promises made to residents. The Parish Council supports their objections.
Proposed: Cllr Kent

Seconded: Cllr Smith

2009/132
To agree what action to take in response to an email from a local resident complaining about parking


Resolved: To arrange a local meeting with the three Ward Councillors, Leeds City Council’s Highways Department, the local area police team, and the Church to discuss this in more detail.


Proposed: Cllr Kent

Seconded: Cllr Lyn Buckley
2009/133
To receive the minutes from the Planning Committee


Cllr Pearlman gave a summary of activity from the Planning Committee meeting on 6th July.
· The Planning Committee had considered ten planning applications, mainly for extensions and one application for accommodation at 2-4 The Avenue.
· The Clerk is to obtain copies of Leeds City Council’s Design Guide 
· Two Planning Officers from Leeds City Council had run a training session on planning matters at the end of June. Members of the Planning Committee were very grateful for the session and asked the Clerk to express their gratitude.
· Cllr Pearlman had written a letter of complaint to Leeds City Council about a recent application for 10 Lakeland Drive, and has now received an acknowledgement.
2009/134
To consider the following traffic issues:
1. Parking on The Avenue 
Proposal: To consult local residents about three proposals (implementing No Parking restrictions on the opposite side of the road to the bus stop, moving the bus stop to the top of Alwoodley Lane, extending the existing parking bay for bus use) and ask Metro to carry out the consultation exercise, and for their own views.

Proposed:Cllr Fineberg

Proposal: To ask Metro to carry out a consultation exercise with a view to improving the traffic flow, whether or not this includes moving the bus stop.

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman
Proposal: The procedural motion that the motion now be put.


Proposed: Cllr Gilbert


Seconded: Cllr Kent



Seven voted in favour, two voted against, one abstention
2.  Traffic congestion at the junction of Alwoodley Lane and Harrogate Road 
This item was deferred, as a single line is now in place.

3. Concerns about parking on the Buckstones estate
This item had already been discussed under Minute 2009/132
2009/135
To consider a request for a volunteer to become a school governor at Allerton High School

It was agreed that anyone interested in becoming a school governor should contact the Clerk.
2009/136
To consider a suggestion received from a local resident about holding a farmers’ market in Alwoodley

Cllrs Allen, Smith and Williams are already looking into this matter. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Alwoodley Community Association to ascertain their views.
2009/137
To consider a response to Leeds City Council on the review of polling districts, polling places and polling stations 

After some discussion the Parish Council agreed to respond with ‘No comment’.
2009/138
To consider a response to an email from a local resident about building developments changing the character of the local area 

Cllr Pearlman explained that the Planning Committee will obtain a copy of the design guide and had agreed at their meeting on 6th July to consider each application on a case by case basis. It was agreed that the Clerk would reply to the local resident.
2009/139
To receive an update on Alwoodley in Bloom 
Cllr Neil Buckley gave an update on this item. A meeting was held on 22nd June to form a committee. The following officers were nominated: Ann Veitch – Chairman, Audrey Hurst – Secretary, Duncan Rae – treasurer and Cllrs Allen and Fineberg agreed to serve on the Committee. A minibus tour of the parish to agree priorities took place on 30th June and the first committee meeting would be held on 7th July.

Resolved: To donate £150 to Alwoodley in Bloom

Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley

Seconded: Cllr Robinson

Proposed: To earmark a sum of £2,000 as a reserve for contingencies by Alwoodley in Bloom

Proposed: To inform Alwoodley in Bloom that the Parish Council will look favourably upon applications for further funds up to a maximum of £1,850.
Proposed: Cllr Pearlman
Proposed: To vote on the amendment to the proposal

Proposed: Cllr Gilbert

Agreed unanimously
2009/140
To receive a report from Wetherby and District Crime Prevention Panel and to consider a proposal to donate £50 (and a further £150 or £200 in their next financial year beginning November 2009).

Cllr Lyn Buckley reported back on the previous meeting of the Wetherby and District Crime Prevention Panel.


Proposed: To donate an initial £50 as a part donation to the end of October and £150 for the financial year beginning November 2009.


Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley


Proposed: To amend these amounts to £50 and £200


Proposed: Cllr Kent


Agreed unanimously
2009/141
To receive an update on the proposal to hold Councillors’ Surgeries and to set dates for future surgeries


It was agreed to hold Councillors’ Surgeries on a trial basis for the next three months on Monday evenings at the same time as the Planning Committee and in the morning on the third Saturday of the month. Details would be published on the website, the notice boards at the ACA and Saphersons, and the New Inn (when available); in the Alwoodley Guide and Alwoodley Announcer. Cllr Gilbert agreed to circulate dates and asked anyone who had not been in touch with him about this issue to contact him.
2009/142
To discuss the issues raised during the question and answer session at the Annual Parish Meeting on 28th April 

Cllr Fineberg proposed setting up a separate meeting to discuss this item and the item relating to setting a time line for action by the council over the next two years.

Agreed unanimously

2009/143
Resolved: To suspend the Standing Order relating to the time that Parish Council meetings should end, and enable the meeting to continue until 10.00pm.

Proposed: Cllr Brown

Seconded: Cllr Gilbert
2009/144
To resolve the issue of training for councillors in the year 2009-10


It was agreed to adjourn this item
2009/145
To receive the report of the grants working party and to consider grant applications by Friends of Adel Woods, Radio J Com and Alwoodley Art Group

Resolved: To approve the grant application from Alwoodley Art Group


Agreed unanimously


Proposed: To approach Radio J Com and ask for an explanation of their programme content, to be presented at the next Parish Council meeting


Proposed: Cllr Gilbert


Proposed: To invite a representative from Radio J Com to the next Parish Council meeting


Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously


Resolved: To approve the grant application from Adel Woods


Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously

2009/146
To receive a report on the ACA Gala

The report was accepted. It was agreed that Cllr Kent would add the report to the website, together with the details of the person who won the £15 prize.

2009/147
To set a timeline for action by the council over the next two years


It was agreed to add this item to the agenda for the additional meeting.
2009/148
To consider whether to apply to the Local Government Association about the number of parish councillors



It was agreed to adjourn this item

2009/149
Draft budget – to discuss the amount of reserves to hold 

It was agreed to adjourn this item until the next meeting. Cllr Brown agreed to circulate his report.


2009/150
To decide whether to hold a meeting in August
Resolved: not to hold a meeting unless Cllr Fineberg decides to call a meeting, due to unforeseen circumstances

Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously

2009/151
To agree the schedule of invoices 


Resolved: To agree the schedule of invoices, subject to minor amendments


Proposed: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously
2009/152
To receive the RFO’s report


Resolved: To accept the RFO’s report



Proposed: Cllr Fineberg



Agreed unanimously
2009/153
To agree to set up a standing order to pay the Clerk’s salary


It was agreed to adjourn this item.

2009/154
Agenda items for the next meeting on 7th September


None
2009/155
To agree the date and time of the next meetings
Planning Committee - Monday 7th September 2009 at 6.45pm
Parish Council – Monday 7th September 2009 at 7.30pm
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