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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council

Meeting held on 

Monday 6th September 2010
at Alwoodley Community Hall
Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 10.05 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Dave Kent (Chairman), 


Cllr. Carol Allen 


Cllr. Jonathan Brown
Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg
Cllr. Roger Gilbert

Cllr. Amy Robinson 
Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

2010/119
Public participation

One member of the public was present and raised the following issues:
a. Parking problems on The Lane – cars parked outside the Methodist Church on The Avenue have been obscuring the views of car drivers pulling out from The Lane. Leeds City Council had sent a response to a letter of complaint – this stated that the necessary work to install yellow lines was expensive and not included in their future budgets, no accidents had occurred at this location and any parking infringements should be reported to the police. Cllr Pearlman recommended organising a petition of local residents.
b. Overhanging hedges – Cllr Kent recommended notifying the Clerk of any problems with overhanging hedges. The Clerk will forward any queries to the Lengthsman who will then liaise with Leeds City Council’s Highways Department.
2010/120
To receive any apologies for absence



None
2010/121
To receive any disclosures of interest


Cllr Robinson declared a personal interest in update to Old Barn Close.
2010/122
Minutes of previous meeting
Cllr Kent thanked members of the Parish Council for notifying the Clerk of any amendments to the minutes prior to the meeting.
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2010. 
Proposed: Cllr Fineberg

Seconded: Cllr Williams
2010/123
Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting  
An update on the playground on King Lane.

Cllr Robinson gave an update on the grant application. An application to Awards for All has been drafted and will be forwarded to Cllrs Fineberg and Kent for their agreement before it is submitted. No news has been received, as yet, from Leeds City Council about their budget. 

Cllr Kent thanked the Working Party for their hard work on this project.

2010/124
Local issues

a. Parking on Old Barn Close and King Lane, north of The Crescent
The Clerk reported that separate letters had been sent to Leeds City Council’s Highways Department, but identical responses had been received. Each explained that the site is a low priority since no fatalities have occurred and that the council has insufficient financial resources to include it in the programme of works for Traffic Regulation Orders. The Highways Department recommends reporting cases of dangerous parking to the police.
RESOLVED: To invite local police representatives to the next Parish Council meeting in relation to this issue and to publicise their presence in case of members of the public are interested in attending.
Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

b. Grass verges on Old Barn Close
Cllr Robinson reported that no response had been received from Leeds City Council and therefore some residents had paid to turf the grass verges in front of their houses.

c. Rollinson Safeway
The Clerk had received a response from Rollinson Safeway about vehicles parking on The Lane overnight. The letter asked for more information about the vehicle and the exact location. Cllr Robinson explained that this had not been a problem recently and it was agreed to monitor the situation and gather information.

d. 700 King Lane

Details about the ownership had been received from the Land Registry.

RESOLVED: To write to the owners, explaining that expressions of concern about the state of the property and the danger it presents to children playing on the site, have been received from local residents. To inquire as to whether the owners have any intentions about the future of the building that they are able to share with the Parish Council.
Proposed: Cllr Fineberg
e. Graffiti removal
The Lengthsman has been asked to remove the graffiti and has recently purchased some cleaning equipment.

2010/125
To receive the minutes from the Planning Committee 
The minutes from the Planning Committee held on 5th August were accepted and Cllr Pearlman gave a summary of activity from the Planning Committee meeting – none of the planning applications gave cause for concern and only one minor comment was made.
2010/126
To receive an update about allotments

Cllr Fineberg explained that a meeting has been arranged on Monday 13th September at Moortown Rugby Club. The intention is to form an allotment association and it was agreed that emails to publicise the meeting would be sent to Radio JCom and Radio Leeds.

It was also agreed that Cllr Fineberg should act as the Parish Council’s representative at a meeting with Leeds City Council’s Estates Management to discuss any potential land for allotments. 
2010/127
To receive an update about boundary stones

Cllr Neil Buckley gave an update about boundary stones; Cllr Allen has now joined the working party. Cllr Buckley has spoken to Brian De-Lucchi from Leeds City Council’s Highways Department who has advised that the Parish Council need to apply for a licence to place a structure on the public highway, but that planning permission and carrying out a public consultation exercise is not necessary. Alwoodley in Bloom have handed the responsibility for organising the stones back to the Parish Council.


RESOLVED: To carry out a site visit with representatives from the working party and Leeds City Council to identify suitable locations for the stones.


Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

2010/128
To receive an update about Alwoodley in Bloom

Cllr Allen gave an update about Alwoodley in Bloom. Some members of the group have resigned and the Parish Council’s Communications Working Party have been asked for their assistance.  Some members of the Parish Council have agreed to attend Alwoodley in Bloom’s AGM on Tuesday 21st September at 8.00pm at the ACA and others are welcome to attend.
 Alwoodley in Bloom has purchased 10,000 bulbs from Leeds City Council to be planted in the autumn, although no date has yet been provided. It was agreed to request a delivery date in order to organise volunteers. Cllr Robinson recommended inviting the local Mother and Toddler groups to become involved. 

Cllr Kent recommended that the Parish Council should continue to support Alwoodley in Bloom; and that the Parish Council should let them know that the Lengthsman will support and help with any work. It was agreed that Alwoodley in Bloom should be invited to identify specific jobs and route them through the Parish Clerk.

2010/129
To agree a response to Leeds City Council in respect of a Traffic Regulation (waiting restrictions) order for the A61 Harrogate Road

A copy of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order had been received from Leeds City Council.

RESOLVED: To respond to Leeds City Council with a response of “No comment”, unless any member of the Parish Council registers a strong objection, in which case the Parish Council will ask for a holding objection for seven days, or until the date of the next meeting.

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman


No member of the Parish Council registered an objection to the proposal and it was agreed that Cllr Kent would scan a copy of the map and circulate to the rest of the Parish Council. So they could register any objections as local residents to Leeds City Council.
2010/130
To agree a response to Leeds City Council about the proposed tendering process for Parish Councils to carry out Grounds Maintenance and/or a monitoring service.

A letter about the proposed tendering process had been received from Leeds City Council.

RESOLVED: To respond to Leeds City Council that the Parish Council are not interested in tendering to carry out Grounds Maintenance work in the Parish, but that the Parish Council may have an interest in the monitoring service. It was agreed to write to Leeds City Council to ask for more information about the monitoring service and to explain that due to the unacceptably short timescale of the consultation exercise, the Parish Council would be unable to reach a decision legally, since the next meeting does not take place until the evening of the City Council’s deadline (Monday 4th October); although the Parish Council would be able to inform the City Council of their decision on Tuesday 5th October.
Proposed: Cllr Kent

2010/132
To agree the schedule of payments 
RESOLVED – To agree the schedule of payments 
Agreed unanimously
2010/133 
To accept the RFO’s report and agree the transfer of funds




The RFO’s report was accepted.

RESOLVED: to put £20,000 back on six month deposit
Proposed: Cllr Gilbert
Seconded: Cllr Robinson

One member of the Parish Council abstained from the vote on this item.
2010/134
To agree that the Standing Orders, as edited, be agreed for use from September onwards
A response to the draft Standing Orders had been received from the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations. The YLCA were happy with the draft overall, but commented about the lack of transparency when using working parties rather than committees. It was agreed that this concern was not significant, as none of the working parties has the remit to make decisions; these are always brought back to the Parish Council.

RESOLVED: To adopt the Parish Council’s Standing Orders, as circulated

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman


Seconded and asked to move to a vote: Cllr Brown


For: 10


Against: 1
RESOLVED: Each Working Party shall produce a short but comprehensive report monthly on the progress it has made, or a nil return if no progress has been made, and that the reports shall be published on the website and on the notice boards. Decisions arising from the WP activities shall be made in full council (and hence are transparent)

Proposed: Cllr Kent

Seconded: Cllr Robinson


For: 8


Against: 2


Abstentions: 1
2010/135
Recommendations from the Parish Council Awayday

A report from the Parish Council Awayday had been circulated, but it was found that the list of short, medium and long-term initiatives had not been included. It was agreed to circulate the list and bring this item back to the next meeting.
2010/136
Parish Council budget and asset list

RESOLVED: To defer this item until the next Parish Council meeting and to discuss the budget and asset list as two separate items at the beginning of the meeting.

Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley


Seconded: Cllr Gilbert
2010/137
Item of Correspondence:
a. An email from St Barnabas’ Church suggesting that links be established between the Parish Council and the local churches group 
RESOLVED: To defer this item until the next meeting.

Proposed: Cllr Kent
2010/138
Agenda items for the next meeting
a. Parish Council budget

b. Parish Council asset list

c. Parish Council Awayday

d. St Barnabas’ Church email.

2010/139
To agree the date and time of the next meeting

Monday 4th October at 7.30pm. 
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