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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council

Meeting held on 

Monday 7th September 2009

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 9:50 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman),


Cllr. Carol Allen 

Cllr. Jonathan Brown

Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley

Cllr. Roger Gilbert

Cllr. Dave Kent 
Cllr Jerry Pearlman

Cllr Amy Robinson 

Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

2009/156
Public participation

Two members of the public were present.

Radio J Com – (Item deferred from last meeting)

Terry Stowe from Radio J Com gave a presentation about the work of the station. He explained that Radio J Com is community based, and already broadcasts public service announcements. He agreed that they would be willing to broadcast information from the Parish Council.

Cllr Fineberg thanked Mr Stowe for his presentation.

Parking problems at the parade of shops at the junction of The Avenue/King Lane
A local resident raised the problem of parked cars outside the shops at the junction of The Avenue/King Lane.

Cllr Pearlman agreed to look into this matter from a planning point of view and bring the matter back to another meeting.

2009/157
To receive any apologies for absence



None
2009/158
To receive any disclosures of interest


Cllr Gilbert declared an interest in the item relating to the Friends of Adel Woods and abstained from the discussion and vote on this item. He also agreed to send details of this declaration of interest to the Clerk for addition to the Register of Interests.
2009/159
Minutes of previous meeting



Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2009
Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley
2009/160
Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting  
None
2009/161
Public issues

a. Heavy lorries using King Lane

Resolved: To approach Leeds City Council’s Highways Department about possible remedial measures (eg weight and speed restrictions) and invite them to send a representative to a future parish council meeting. 

Proposed: Cllr Pearlman
b. Flooding on King Lane

Resolved: To contact Leeds City Council’s Drainage Department and ask them to look into this matter.
Proposed: Cllr Fineberg

c. Approaching Leeds University to ask whether they would agree to sell some land to a local resident to act as a soak away
Resolved: To invite the local resident to a parish council meeting to talk about their plans.

d. State of Eccup Village Lane

Cllr Smith reported that the potholes in Village Lane have been filled in, but recommended that the situation is reviewed at a later date as there is still some development work taking place nearby.

e. Grass verges in Alwoodley

Cllr Robinson reported that Leeds Council are reviewing the state of grass verges in the District. Local residents will not be consulted if the grass verges are less than one metre wide. Local residents had raised concerns about the removal of grass verges at Old Barn Close; Cllr Harrand had been consulted and forwarded the complaints. The grass verges will now be removed, replaced with honeycomb stone and re-seeded. It was agreed to raise this issue in the next newsletter.
2009/162
To receive the minutes from the Planning Committee
Cllr Pearlman gave a summary of activity from the Planning Committee meeting on 3rd August and 7th September.
To note the minutes from Alwoodley in Bloom



Cllr Allen gave an update on Alwoodley in Bloom
2009/163
To bring forward items on the agenda  


The Parish Council agreed to bring forward the following items: agreeing the schedule of invoices, noting a response about a Farmers’ Market, setting up a communications working party, 

2009/164
To agree the schedule of invoices



Proposed: Cllr Allen


Seconded: Cllr Fineberg


2009/165
To note a response from Alwoodley Community Association about holding a farmers’ market in Alwoodley


Noted.
2009/166
To receive the report from the Strategic Planning Day

Received 
2009/167
To set up a Communications Working Party


Resolved: To set up a Communications Working Party to oversee editorial content and deal with parish council communications, the Clerk and Chairman would be responsible for dealing with press inquiries.



Proposed: Cllr Brown


Seconded: Cllr Gilbert



Cllr Kent abstained from the vote on this issue
Cllrs Lyn Buckley, Neil Buckley, Kent, Robinson, Smith and Williams volunteered to form a working party. 
2009/168
To set up a working party to consider the employment of a lengthsman 


Resolved: Cllrs Allen, Neil Buckley and Pearlman agreed to form a working party
Agreed unanimously

2009/169
Notice boards   
Cllr Fineberg agreed to accept the recommendations of the Notice Board Working Party. The Clerk was asked to order the notice boards, once the necessary information about statutory undertakers has been received from Leeds City Council.
2009/170
To fund the hire of rooms for a series of meetings for the setting up of Neighbourhood Watch groups 


Resolved: To amend this resolution as follows:

To set up a working party to organise a series of meeting with local residents and to ascertain the police budget for Neighbourhood Watch


Proposed: Cllr Lyn Buckley



Cllrs Gilbert and Smith agreed to join Cllr Lyn Buckley

2009/171
To agree to authorise the Planning Committee to purchase additional IT equipment to deal with the introduction of electronic planning applications up to a maximum of £1,500

It was agreed to adjourn this item until the Planning Committee is notified by Leeds City Council that electronic plans will replace paper plans.

2009/172
To consider a request for a further grant of £250 from the Friends of Adel Woods

Cllr Fineberg suggested that the Friends of Adel Woods look at additional funding sources (Leeds Outer North East Area Panel, Grass Roots Grants, Awards for All)

Resolved: To agree the grant application of £250


Proposed: Cllr Pearlman

Seconded: Cllr Brown


Agreed unanimously

2009/173
To consider a grant application from Radio J Com (Item deferred from last meeting on 6th July 2009)

Resolved: To agree the grant application of £200 on the grounds that Radio J Com agreed to promote the parish council.
Proposed: Cllr Kent


Vote: 10 in favour, one abstention
2009/174
To consider an appeal for a donation from St Barnabas Church (towards the modernization of the church hall) 


Resolved: To inform the trustees of St Barnabas Church Hall that the Parish Council will ringfence a sum of £500 for two years (on the provision that this money is put towards a disabled access)


Proposed; Cllr Pearlman 


Resolved: An amendment to the motion: that the Parish Council should ringfence a sum of £1,000.


Proposed: Cllr Neil Buckley


Seconded: Cllr Kent


This amendment was put to the vote and defeated. 


The original resolution was put to the vote and carried, subject to the agreed condition.

2009/175
To discuss a draft budget for 2009/2010


Cllr Fineberg thanked Cllr Brown and other members of the Budget Working Party for their work in drafting this budget.


Cllr Brown explained that work on the 2010/2011 budget would need to take place soon, and that the precept would need to be agreed.


Cllr Fineberg asked the Clerk to add an item relating to the establishment of a Finance Committee to the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.
2009/176
To suspend the Standing Order relating to the time when the meeting finishes

Resolved: Cllr Fineberg


Agreed unanimously
2009/177
Alwoodley Parish Walking Party

Resolved: To authorise the Walking Group Working Party to arrange a meeting to set up an Alwoodley Parish Walking Party


Proposed: Cllr Smith



Seconded: Cllr Pearlman



Agreed unanimously
2009/178
To agree a deadline for all agenda items 

The Clerk explained the difficulties in tracking agenda items for both the parish council and the planning committee from the parish councillors

Resolved: That the deadline for all agenda items is midnight on Saturday (eight days before the meeting takes place).

Agreed unanimously    
2009/179
To agree a rota be set up for posting agendas on the council notice boards


Cllr Fineberg agreed to ask for a dedicated volunteer for each notice board.

2009/180
To agree a date for an informal meeting in February to review progress and make plans for the future


It was agreed to defer this item to the meeting in January.

2009/181
To agree to the Clerk investigating training providers

This item is already in progress.

2009/182
To consider whether to apply to the LGA about the number of parish councillors

It was agreed to conduct a straw poll to decide whether to apply to increase the number of parish councillors to 15.


For – two


Against – eight


Motion defeated

2009/183
Items of correspondence

· Joint regional training conference in Scarborough – no interest

· Leeds City Council’s Annual Forum – noted

· Letter of thanks from Leeds City Council’s Planning Department – noted

· Pay offer for 2009/2010 -noted


2009/184
Agenda items for the next meeting on 5th October
· Playground at The Avenue
· Establishment of a Finance Committee

· Parish Council surgeries

2009/185
To agree the date and time of the next meetings
Planning Committee - Monday 5th October 2009 at 6.45pm
Parish Council – Monday 5th October 2009 at 7.30pm

Cllr Robinson gave her apologies in advance for both meetings
�








Signature of Chairman________________________________
Date________________

