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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 

Monday 6th April 2009

at the Alwoodley Community Centre

Commenced: 7.30 pm

Concluded: 10.00 pm


Present: 
Cllr. Leonard Fineberg (Chairman), 

Cllr. Carol Allen

Cllr. Lyn Buckley

Cllr. Neil Buckley

Cllr. Roger Gilbert

Cllr. Dave Kent

Cllr Jerry Pearlman (until minute 2009/65)

Cllr. Sue Smith

Cllr. Judith Williams

Clerk:

Mrs Catriona Hanson

Public participation

Four members of the public were present. 
One member of the public complained about a recent case where cars parked on highways had obstructed Leeds City Council’s efforts to clear the streets. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Leeds City Council’s Highways Department and recommend that they publicise their programme of works in advance and also ask local residents not to park on-street on these occasions.  

2009/50 
Apologies for absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Brown and Robinson.

2009/51
To consider any possible action relating to a local resident running a reported car sales business

Cllr Fineberg recommended bringing this item forward, and it was agreed unanimously. 

A local resident commented on issues arising from a neighbour running a second-hand Land Rover business from his home. Cllr Pearlman recommended three possible courses of action that the local resident could take:

1. Approach the police and ask them to take proceedings, although they are generally unwilling to take action in what they perceive as ‘domestic’ disputes.

2. Take his own legal proceedings.
3. Investigate whether there are any restrictive covenants which might restrict this happening.

It was noted that Leeds City Council’s Planning Department are looking into the change of use of this property and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact them and ask to be kept informed.

2009/52
Disclosures of interest

No disclosures of interest were made at the beginning of the meeting, although subsequently all members of the Parish Council declared a personal interest in the grant application relating to Alwoodley Bowls Club, as they are also members of the Alwoodley Community Association. 

2009/53
Minutes of last meeting

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2009 be accepted as a true and accurate record.

Proposed: Cllr Allen
Seconded: Cllr Neil Buckley

2009/54 
Planning Committee
Cllr Pearlman gave a brief resume of today’s planning committee meeting. A site visit has been arranged in relation to one of the applications on the agenda.

Resolved: to agree to authorise the Planning Committee to spend up to £250 for training in Planning Law practice.

Agreed unanimously

2009/55
To receive the report on the working group on small grants and determine
 pending grant applications 

Cllr Fineberg recommended bringing this item forward, and it was agreed unanimously. 
Three applications had been received from the ACA:
1. Field drainage – it was agreed to adjourn this application whilst the ACA seek funding from other sources.

2. Lopping of trees and tidying gardens – the Parish Council agreed to refuse this application

3. Purchase of a portable carpet-handling frame for use by the Carpet Bowls section of the ACA. The Parish Council agreed to part-fund this application unanimously approved a grant of £250.

An additional application had been received from the Moor Allerton Bowling Club. The Parish Council agreed to refuse this application.

Cllrs Gilbert and Robinson agreed to devise some guidelines about the small grants scheme and publicise these on the website.

2009/56
To consider a proposal to set up a Parish Council Working Group to co-ordinate with external voluntary bodies and volunteers within the Parish, generally in accordance with the attached procedures.
Cllr Fineberg recommended bringing this item forward, and it was agreed unanimously. 



Resolved: To accept the procedure subject to the following amendments:

1. Working group is amended to read Working party

2. The word ‘minutes’ is deleted from 3b

3. The word ‘councillors’ is amended to ‘council’

4. In paragraph 5b ‘fro’ is amended to ‘for’
Proposed: Cllr  Pearlman
Seconded: Cllr Gilbert

Cllrs Fineberg, Allen, Lyn Buckley and Neil Buckley volunteered to join a Working 

Party to liaise with external voluntary groups.
2009/57
To receive the report of the Working Group meeting on Sunday 29 March 2009 


The following resolutions were proposed:
1. To approve the cost of £353 of the leaflet
2. To approve the cost of 500 copies of the A4 letter with colour letterhead @ £199
3.  To approve the letter drafted by Cllr Lyn Buckley to be sent out to parishioners interested in Neighbourhood Watch schemes
4. To have 500 copies of the Neighbourhood Watch schemes letter printed for posting posted out by first class post by 13 April 2009
5. To send out Freepost reply envelopes with the Neighbourhood Watch schemes letters.
6. To have an 500 Freepost reply envelopes printed
Agreed unanimously

A proposal to order a supply of envelopes decorated with the logo of Alwoodley Parish Council and return address was put to the vote and defeated.

Resolved to use blank envelopes instead.

Proposed Cllr Smith

2009/58
To receive a report on a site visit to examine land drainage problems close to Birkdale Drive

Cllrs Allen and Smith reported back on a site visit carried out on 23rd March to examine land drainage problems raised by a local resident at the parish council meeting on 2nd March. 

Leeds City Council have requested that local residents inform them of the names of any people seen fly-tipping. The Parish Council agreed that this could cause problems for individual residents and agreed that the Parish Council could pass on any reported names.

Cllr Allen and the Clerk agreed to draft a letter to local residents reminding them that recycling facilities are available and asking them not to fly-tip their waste materials.
2009/59
To consider any possible action to comments about Alwoodley Motors

An email had been received from a local resident about these premises. Cllr Pearlman advised the Parish Council that they are not in a position to tell people how to run their business, and that only if the site becomes hazardous to health could anything be done. The Parish Council noted that existing planning permission for the site expires in 2010.
2009/60
To consider any possible action to a reported case of graffiti on shop fronts in King Lane

An email had been received from a local resident about graffiti. The Clerk advised the Parish Council that Leeds City Council’s Graffiti Removal Unit is part of a public sector consortium, and will make a charge to remove graffiti from private-sector premises. 

Cllr Neil Buckley volunteered to approach the local shop-owners and landlords with a view to suggesting that they clean up the area and make it more attractive with planters. This was agreed unanimously.
It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the local resident and let him know the Parish Council’s decision.
2009/61
To receive a report on snow clearance and gritting
Cllr Fineberg reported back on a meeting which took place on 16th March with Cllr Peter Harrand, Leeds City Council’s Highways Maintenance Manager and the Clerk to Harewood Parish Council. Cllr Fineberg will pursue this issue and Cllr Pearlman agreed to look at the Highways Act to ascertain any legal obligations on the part of Leeds City Council.

2009/62
To receive an update on the Parish Council notice boards

A letter had been received from Leeds City Council’s Planning Department to say that no planning permission was needed for notice boards of less than 1.5 sq metres.
The Clerk agreed to contact Leeds City Council’s Highways Department for an update on any necessary permission for the notice board on Primley Park View, and to check the timescale with the manufacturers. 

It was agreed that should the manufacturers be able to supply and install the notice boards before 28th April, the Clerk should place the necessary orders.

It was reported that the proprietor at The New Inn at Eccup had agreed to erect a notice board and have a link to the Parish Council’s website. 

2009/63 
To receive an update on Boundary Stones
Cllr Neil Buckley gave an update on boundary stones. The locations identified as suitable for the boundary stones are within the highway. Cllr Buckley is still waiting to hear from Leeds City Council’s Highways Department.
2009/64
IT equipment for the office
Cllr Kent summarised the equipment necessary for the office, including a laptop for the Clerk and either a laptop or desktop for the office. 

Resolved: To set up a working party consisting of Cllrs Fineberg, Kent and the Clerk to decide what to buy with a budget of up to £3,000. The Clerk, as RFO, was authorised to purchase the equipment.



Agreed unanimously.
2009/65
Suspension of Standing Orders

Resolved: to suspend Standing Orders


Proposed: Cllr Kent


Seconded: Cllr Gilbert
2009/66
To consider a proposal that money be made available to pay for a sign to go outside the office door, up to the value of £50

Cllr Allen agreed to research this proposal and report back at the next meeting.
2009/67
Finance

Resolved: To receive the RFO’s report
Proposed: Cllr Gilbert
Seconded: Cllr Kent



Schedule of Invoices

Resolved: To pay the schedule of invoices

Agreed unanimously
Proposed: Cllr Gilbert

Seconded: Cllr Smith
Clerk’s overtime 

The Clerk had worked an additional three hours overtime in February.
Resolved: To pay the Clerk’s overtime


Agreed unanimously
Proposed: Cllr Gilbert

Seconded: Cllr Allen

To agree the appointment of a councillor to be responsible for internal control of the arrangements for financial management

Resolved: To appoint Cllr Gilbert to act as internal controller.

Proposed: Cllr Fineberg

Seconded: Cllr Allen
2009/68
Correspondence

The following items of correspondence were raised:

1. Email from YLCA asking for nominations to Leeds City Council Standards Board – no interest
2. White Rose Update from YLCA – the Clerk agreed to obtain the email and circulate 
3. List of training courses for Councillors from YLCA – Clerk agreed to circulate this information by email
4. Letter and definitive map of the Alwoodley Ward from LCC Countryside and Access Service - noted
5. Copy correspondence from Cllr Harrand to Metro about bus stop provision – noted

6. Programme for Leeds City Council’s Spring Conference on 13th May – Cllr Fineberg and the Clerk expressed an interest in attending, and the Clerk agreed to circulate details by email.
2009/69
Date of the next meetings
Annual Parish Meeting – Tuesday 28th April at 19:30 at St Barnabas Church Hall

Alwoodley Annual Parish Council Meeting - Monday 11th May 2009 at 19:30 at Alwoodley Community Hall
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