NEWSLETTER 2021

Alwoodley Exchange –
Open for Business

The Alwoodley Adder – is your stone
pictured inside?

New for Alwoodley,
a Community Orchard on our
Village Green. (How we hope it
will look in a couple of years!)

Dear Resident,
Welcome to our 2021 newsletter which is rather shorter than usual, we hope
you still enjoy it and find it informative.

All of us will have been relieved to see the back of 2020 but unfortunately,
so far at least, 2021 is proving to be equally difficult. Lockdown has
impacted on everyone in many different ways. Hopefully, the stress will
ease and things will start to improve with the roll out of vaccines, but the
effects of the last year will be with us for a long time to come. We offer our
sympathy to those of you who have lost loved ones and also to those still
struggling with the disease and its after effects. We can only hope that
things will improve for everyone eventually.
Thank you to everyone who has kept working to help the rest of us, keeping
things running as normally as possible, and also to the many volunteers who
pitched in to help, especially those looking out for vulnerable neighbours.
We would also like to thank the staff and volunteers at Alwoodley Medical
Centre for their efficiency in rolling out the vaccinations.
Compared to previous years, the Parish Council has not been as productive as
usual, although we have regular monthly meetings via Zoom and are working
on some new projects. Zoom meetings aren’t ideal and there can be occasional
hitches, but thanks to Rebecca, our Clerk, most meetings run smoothly. The
Planning Committee still meets every month and this year they have also
commented on some applications from outside our area where it was felt they
could impact on the Parish.
Members of the public were invited to attend the Zoom meetings of both the
Planning Committee and the full Parish Council, and we were happy to
welcome quite a few residents who joined us over the time we were unable to
meet face-to-face. We were also pleased that residents were able to join us for
our Annual Parish Meeting which this year also had to be held on Zoom.
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The prospect of a large housing development on the green belt at the north
side of Alwoodley Lane, opposite the Sandmoors, is now less likely to go ahead,
at least for the time being. Following a legal challenge, the High Court has
ordered that 37 Green Belt sites across the Leeds district, including Alwoodley
Lane, need to be reconsidered. Leeds City Council has now proposed that these
sites remain in the Green Belt and they have been deleted from the Leeds Site
Allocation Plan.
On the plus side, the increased traffic this would have generated will not
happen, however the development would also have included a much needed
primary school. In recent years there has been a shortage of reception class
places at local schools meaning some young children have had to travel to
schools out of the area, therefore the lack of a new school is disappointing. In
addition, the Parish Council would have been the recipient of a substantial
amount of “planning gain” monies which would have been available to spend
on projects within the Parish.
During the last year we have had the Little Free Library on the Village Green repainted. This was necessary after the repeated vandalism last year and also
because it is in such an exposed position it was suffering from weather damage.
We have asked Mike, our Lengthsman, to give it a coat of yacht varnish each
autumn to try and keep the lovely, colourful, design in pristine condition.
Further on in this newsletter you can read about our new “library” which is not
just for books.
We are very pleased to report that the defibrillator we funded last year has
not been used. Like insurance, this is one of those things that you pay out for
in the hope it is never needed. However, it’s comforting to know it’s
there. You will find it mounted on the outside wall of the Alwoodley
Community Centre on The Avenue, in front of the disabled bays.
Our meetings will be returning to the ACA in June and we hope to see you
there if there is anything you wish to discuss.

Your Parish Councillors
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The Alwoodley Exchange
Our tired, broken and generally run-down old
telephone kiosk on The Avenue has been given a new
lease of life!
Work began just before Christmas and it already
looked transformed with an undercoat.
Early in the New Year, the red top coat
had been added giving an idea just
how smart the finished product would
be and a few days later, replacement
glass completed the effect.
We would like to thank Liam and
Daniel from L Carr, Contractors who
worked so hard in between all the
dreadful rain and snow that fell
during the time they were renovating.
Finally, the kiosk was fitted with shelving and is
ready to begin a new life as The Alwoodley
Exchange.

Following the success of our very popular Little Free Library on the Village
Green, the Exchange will also be used as a library but
has space to swop other things too. Maybe you have
seeds from your plants, or spare small cuttings that
other gardeners could use, or perhaps magazines or
DVDs and CD’s. This is somewhere for residents to
exchange items and we hope it will be a well-used
asset.
Now we really must do something about that disgusting
litter bin! (Just visible in the two top
photos.)
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“Let us learn to appreciate there will
be times when the trees will be bare,
and look forward to the time when
we may pick the fruit.” Anton
Chekov

…..And with the planting of a
Community Orchard to the side of the
Village Green, it shouldn’t be too long before residents are able to pick
the fruit. The trees have been gifted to the Community by the Leeds
Jewish Housing Association as part of a Planning Gain agreement.
There are two apple trees, two pear trees and a cherry tree. The
varieties chosen by the Parish Council’s Working Party are Lord
Lambourne and Sunset apple trees, Conference and Concorde pear
trees and Stella cherry tree.
At a recent meeting of the Biodiversity Committee of the Leeds City
Council Climate Energy Advisory Committee, it was pointed out that
lots of apples and other fruits are left to rot when they fall to the
ground. Rather than let all this fruit go to waste, it was suggested that
people who own these trees but don’t want the fruit might like to offer
it to deserving causes.
Alternatively, if you are lucky enough to have a glut of fruit which you
would like to share, the picked fruit or good windfalls could always be
put into a box or basket and left outside your house with a note for
people to help themselves. This used to be common practice in
Alwoodley each autumn, but fell out of
favour for some reason.

“Give me juicy autumnal fruit, ripe and
red from the orchard.” Walt Whitman
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The Alwoodley Adder

During the first National Lockdown, brightly painted
stones began to be left alongside the path on the
Village Green. More and more were added over the
summer months, causing lots of interest and very
positive reaction, and it became known locally as The
Alwoodley Adder.
It had become such a popular feature with people using the
Village Green that the Parish Council agreed that it would be
worthwhile to try and preserve The Adder. Sadly, many of
the stones had already been washed clean by the rain
because they hadn’t been varnished and so our Lengthsman,
Mike, quickly set to work to varnish the remaining stones and
set them in cement.
The Alwoodley Adder is still there but may not be as
long lasting as we originally hoped, due to some of
the stones being taken out of the cement
and many others haven't survived the worst winter
weather conditions in years.

As people have put so much effort into painting these
stones we feel they deserve to be preserved in print.
You will find a selection of them in the pages of this
newsletter, maybe yours is amongst them.
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Light Pollution, is it bothering you?

Good news, Leeds City Council is in the process of converting the remaining
86,000 of their 94,000 street lights to make them more energy efficient.
Over the next few years, the Council’s subcontractors, SSE Enterprise, will replace each
lantern with greener LED lamps to improve
energy efficiency. It is estimated that the
completed conversion will reduce street lighting
energy consumption by 62%, save the Council
an impressive £3.4 million each year and should
also reduce carbon emissions significantly. As
well as being energy efficient, these LED lamps are fully recyclable and will
require less maintenance.
This should be really good news for the environment and provide value for
money. The only downside to this, is that some of these lamps are much
brighter than the previous light bulbs and can shine into bedroom windows,
possibly affecting sleep.
However, if you find yourself struggling to sleep due to the brightness, don’t
lie there tossing and turning all night, there is a simple solution. Take a note
of the numbers printed on the lamp column just above head height and ring
the SSE call centre free on 0800 032 5349, quoting the number. The staff
are very helpful and will arrange for a
shield to be fitted to the top of the street
light. These seem to work very well and
should solve the problem.
Finally, if you have
LED security lights
you may want to just
check
with
your
neighbours that they aren’t shining in their windows –
they may be too polite to complain! – if so, the lights can
be adjusted to point downwards.
Sleep tight!
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DON’T LITTER

THESE PEOPLE DO!

During the first National Lockdown in the Spring of 2020 our Village Green
was being so well used that the amount of litter left by people who should
know better was huge. The sight of all the mess angered and upset
residents, many of whom turned out each morning to clear it up
themselves. Some did it spontaneously during their daily exercise, while
others made a special point of visiting the Village Green armed with
protective gloves, litter pickers and black bin bags.

This was the scene one June morning. Three or four separate groups of
public-spirited people were busily collecting rubbish and came together to
happily pose for this photo. As the year progressed, more and more people
were volunteering to help keep our Village Green clean and tidy, working
either independently or as part of organised groups.
The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who participated –
your hard work was very much appreciated
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A new litter-picking group has been formed in the more rural area around
Eccup in the Northern part of the parish. The roads such as Adel Lane, Eccup
Lane, Eccup Moor Road and Blackhill Lane have suffered badly from litter
during the pandemic as more people have visited the area.
The group, which will be part of Litter-Free Leeds, will be provided with the
special purple bags for litter which the council will
remove, and, it is hoped, will also have metal litter
pickers.
Adel already has its own Litter-Free group but so far
there is no official group in Alwoodley Is there
anyone in the parish who would be willing to take
this on as organiser and leader?
If you would like to help with either group please
contact our Parish Clerk – contact details are on the back of the newsletter.

Still on the theme of enhancing the area we live in, we are very grateful to
the stalwarts of Alwoodley in Bloom who seem to have been working
independently, keeping the flowerbeds and planters looking neat and tidy.
As we mentioned last year, they do need more volunteers to help them with
their work in providing beautiful displays for the benefit of us all. If you would
like to help please contact our Parish Clerk. Volunteers are usually needed
for around two hours a month, so it’s not too time consuming.
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UPDATES
We are hoping that our popular Band Concerts on the
Village Green will be able to take place this year.

Dates have been re-arranged and we are hopeful we will be
welcoming Kibitz on Sunday 15th August and the Drighlington
Brass Band on Sunday 12th Sept. Look out for posters on our noticeboards
and bunting and the banner on the Village Green from the weekend before

each concert date.

The Parish Council will be funding an additional Speed
Indicator Device in the area. This will be moved
around to various locations in the Parish, but the first
site will be on King Lane, and we hope this will be
installed within the next year (it takes a while,
apparently.)

The double yellow lines introduced in front of the King Lane shops appear
to have caused a reduction in passing trade – other than from drivers who
ignore them anyway. Leeds City Council has decided that the solution to
this problem is to increase the number of car parking spaces at the Village
Green car park. Hopefully, this will be of some help to the local shops.
Two new waste bins have been requested for the Village Green. One will
be sited by the entrance leading from The Buckstones and the second one
by the bench near the new playground equipment.
We asked Leeds City Council to carry out repairs to some of the playground
equipment and they have replaced the broken wooden steps on the climbing
frame. There are still some rust issues and we hope these will be dealt with
in due course.
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King Lane Footway – we won’t give up!
The terrible state of the King Lane footway first came to our attention in
June 2008 just one month after the Parish Council held its inaugural
meeting. Over the years it has deteriorated more and more and, in our
opinion, it is dangerous for the walkers using it. Despite many e-mails and
site meetings with Leeds City Council, apart from a few minor improvements,
we are still pushing to have the footway made safer,
We understand that the Community Payback Team will be carrying out some
work here but this will probably just entail cutting back vegetation in an
attempt to make the footpath flatter, rather than the much needed
improvements to the path itself, but it’s a start.

Community Spirit!
Amazing things continue to happen during these difficult times, with people
coming up with often simple but brilliant ideas which help everyone.
Lynne and Diane from our local pet shop, Fetch, on King Lane are a case
in point. In March 2020, when all non-essential shops had to close, they
realised that the shop next door but one, the St. Gemma’s Hospice charity
shop, would be losing all their income and so they decided to help. As pet
shops were able to stay open during lockdown, they have been selling
plants, hanging baskets, pots and even compost with all profits going to St
Gemma’s and animal charities including Leeds Cat Rescue, German
Shepherd Rescue and Gaga, a Greek animal rescue charity. To date, over
£2,500 has been raised, with St Gemma’s receiving over £1,200.
It is so convenient being able to
buy plants locally, maybe you
need just one to fill a bare space
in your garden or perhaps a pot
or hanging basket as a present,
but it is even better knowing that
all the profit will be going to good
causes. Everybody wins!
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They may look pretty, but they can
be pretty deadly!
Thank you to Barbara, a local resident, who
has asked us to draw attention to the dangers
of sky lanterns and helium balloons to wildlife
and farm animals. In recent years, releasing
these lanterns and balloons has become a
popular way of celebrating or commemorating
an event, so this is not a new problem, and is
one you have probably heard about before. But it is so deadly that a
warning is worth repeating.
Farm animals can suffer appalling deaths after ingesting the balloons or
wires from the lanterns and a recent report from the Institute for Marine and
Antarctic Studies found that balloons were the highest-risk plastic and 32
times more likely to kill seabirds than hard plastic. The strings and ribbons
that are tied to balloons are also a threat and can cause animals, especially
birds, to get tangled up in them. Very good reasons not to celebrate in this
way.
This is something every family can do to make a difference - so let’s all find
alternative, safer ways of celebrating! See the RSPCA’s #EndSkyLitter
Campaign. “Give a hoot, don’t pollute”

--o--o--o--o--

Christmas In Paris? - Malheureusement, Non.
The appearance of this particular Festive light caused
much delight and speculation on the Alwoodley
Residents Facebook page in December.
Sadly, we have to deny the various rumours that were
mentioned. Alwoodley has not been twinned with Paris,
there are to be no Can Can dancers on the Village
Green and our Planning Committee has received no
notice of an application for a Moulin Rouge to be built
on King Lane.
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Lights for

Every Christmas for the last ten
years Jeff Norman has been
lighting up his house on The Drive
in aid of St. Gemma’s Hospice.

We featured Jeff’s lights in last year’s Newsletter and we are delighted to
tell you that this time he has raised £850, almost double the amount from
previous years. It couldn’t have had something to do with our article, could
it? We certainly hope so!
Well done, Jeff and thank you to everyone who supported his fund raising
efforts. Let’s see if we can get the donations into four figures in 2021.
Don’t forget to look out for them this winter.
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Alwoodley Allotment Society Update

“Alwoodley Allotments, Winter 2020” by Isabelle Arnett
2020 started with a sense of optimism as the new growing season approached
and we looked forward to a rewarding and bountiful year but none of us could
have predicted what was to come .
The health benefits of gardening, both physical and mental, have been well
documented and as allotment gardeners, we were fortunate to be able to get
out and tend our plots when many others were confined to their homes.
Despite garden centres being closed and supplies of seeds and other growing
essentials becoming harder to obtain, everyone seemed to rise to the occasion
and have a reasonable growing year.
Looking forward with renewed optimism, it is satisfying to report that for the first
time all usable plots are now occupied and there is a growing waiting list (pun
intended).
Other new residents are expected on
site after permission was granted to a
local beekeeper to site six to ten
beehives near the top boundary. We
are assured that they will be safe and
bring benefits such as increased
pollination.
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Other newcomers have already set up home in nest boxes
erected on site by Martin Calvert (Chair) of Friends of Gledhow
Valley Woods assisted by allotment holder Diana Hector.

Temporary occupants of a different kind came and went during
September after a unit manager working for the BBC on the 4th
Season of The Syndicate directed by Kay Mellor, asked if they
would be able to park about 15 cars during filming.
So after a very strange year we are left with the feeling that the
worst is now behind us and we are anticipating a return to near
normality and a bumper harvest in 2021.

Groups Update
Not all groups were as fortunate as The Alwoodley Allotment Society,
and the other groups we support within the Parish have been unable to
carry on with their activities in the usual way.
Since March 2020, Friends of Adel Woods have only managed to do four
morning’s work, carried out during the autumn, socially distanced, of course!
Otherwise, they have repeatedly been pre-empted by changes to
circumstances, although the Committee has continued to meet using Zoom.
Our local walking group, Walkabout, tried to keep
optimistic, but suffered the same problems. Members
have been phoning each other, holding social Zoom
meetings and sending quizzes to keep in touch and are
looking forward to a time when it’s business as usual.
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CONTACT US:
The Clerk, Alwoodley Parish Council,
Alwoodley Community Association,
60 The Avenue,
Leeds LS17 7NT
Tel. 07835 949617
Email the.clerk@alwoodleyparishcouncil.org
Website alwoodleyparishcouncil.org

CALENDAR
2021 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES
7th June
4th October

5th July
1st November

2nd August*
6th December*

13th September

*Planning Committee Meeting only.
By Law, Parish Councils are no longer allowed to meet remotely after 7th May, so
our meetings will resume at the ACA from June. The Planning Committee will meet
at 6.30 pm followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.30 pm. It is possible that
there may still be some controls in place and the number of attendees may be
restricted. Please check our website or notice boards or contact The Clerk for more
information if you wish to attend a meeting.

CONCERT DATES
Sunday 15th August – Kibitz
Sunday 12th Sept, - Drighlington Brass Band
Concerts are held on the Village Green and start at 2.30 p.m.
weather permitting
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