Newsletter
Spring 2022

New Playground Equipment

Woodland Walk – Can you help?

Bulbs on the A61

Dear Residents,
How quickly the last year has flown by and here we are again with your
Parish Council annual newsletter. Thankfully, our Zoom meetings are now
a thing of the past and we are back to our regular face-to-face meetings in
the Council Room of the Alwoodley Community Association on The Avenue.
This letter is always a good opportunity to remind everyone that members
of the public are able to attend our monthly Planning Meetings, the main
Parish Council Meetings, or both! If you have any concerns you wish to
bring to our attention, questions to ask, ideas for consideration within the
Parish or just want to see what we do, you will be very welcome.
There is an election coming up in 2023, and if you are thinking of standing
to become a Parish Councillor, it is recommended that a first step would be
to attend one of our meetings to see what it entails. Further information
about the election can be found in this newsletter.
Nobody will need to be reminded that 2022 is a special year, i.e. the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year. Members of the Parish Council have been
busy researching how we should commemorate this unique, historic event,
and much time has been spent trying to put something in place, be it our
hopes to hold a Fun Day, create a Platinum Jubilee Garden, or something
else.
At the moment, no final decision has been able to be made, mainly because
Alwoodley Parish Council doesn’t actually own any land and is, therefore,
always reliant on permission from Leeds City Council before we can move
forward on projects. However, we are hopeful that something will come of
an idea for a Rhododendron Walk and we are keeping our fingers crossed
that there will be an event of some kind.
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The Winter lights on all four trees were very disappointing this year, some
trees haven’t been lit at all and the others were only partially lit. Although
these problems were reported, they were not rectified, and we have asked
for a reduction in the cost. We know these lights can be a cheerful
welcome to the Parish on dreary winter evenings, we are hoping for a much
better display next winter!
On a brighter note, you will see the improvements we have made to the
Village Green playground over the past year. We are very pleased that our
swings have not been lost and have finally been returned by Leeds City
Council after six months of asking.
The one-way system at the King Lane shops continues to be very successful
and when it was noticed that the road markings were wearing out and
needed re-painting, the Parish Council was happy to step in again to arrange
and fund the work to be carried out.
Mike, our Lengthsman has been his usual busy self this past year, working
around the Parish. Unfortunately due to the many storms this year the
litter tends to get out of control, but he’s doing his best to keep up with it.
Don’t forget if there is something in the area that could do with Mike’s
attention, please complete the form on our website
https://www.alwoodleyparishcouncil.org/lengthsman/
In addition to our website we now have a Facebook page for information
only. Addresses for both of these are shown on the back cover.
Finally, a reminder about the Annual Parish Meeting which for obvious
reasons has been missing from the calendar for the last two years. This year
our meeting will be held rather later than usual, on Tuesday 10th May and
you will find more details on the back page of this newsletter. We are
delighted that one of our speakers will be Joanne Watson from the
Yorkshire Ambulance Service who will give a talk about defibrillators and
give a demonstration of how to use them.
Your Parish Councillors
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VILLAGE GREEN PLAYGROUND NEWS
At our request Leeds City Council carried out some necessary repairs to the
playground equipment last year, but as you’ve probably noticed some of the
older pieces are still in need of some further work in the form of rustproofing
and painting. Don’t worry, we’ve been assured they’re not dangerous, but the
Parish Council would like to see the playground looking its best. The
playground is the responsibility of Leeds City Council but they won’t do the
work required so we are arranging to fund this work ourselves.
In the meantime, we have been improving the playground with some bright
markings and new equipment.
The markings were installed in
November and as well as our friendly
welcoming dinosaur Dino, there are
some retro games – hopscotch and
What’s the Time Mr Wolf? - for the
children to play.

Enjoying the Spiral!
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The weather was dry enough in January for the
installation of new equipment.
We now have a small area dedicated to toddlers at the
far end of the playground with some equipment for
our tinier residents.
There is scope to add some additional smaller items in
the future when funds allow. We hope your little ones
will make good use of the new climbing frame with
slide, stepping pods and see-saw.

THE PLAYGROUND IS FOR CHILDREN NOT ADULT FITNESS TRAINING!
Some residents have been in touch recently, quite rightly annoyed about
adult fitness training taking place inside the playground or blocking the path
to it.
We don’t suggest that you engage with these people, but if you are able to –
discreetly - make a note of the name of their Company we will do our best to
find their contact details and try to dissuade them from using the playground.
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There is a hidden gem within the Parish which deserves
to be enjoyed by many more people!
For a long time the Parish Council has
wanted to provide something
significant in the east side of the
Parish, around the Primley Park,
Wentworth and Grange Estate area
and we now feel there is an
opportunity to do this.
There is a neglected area of woodland
which, as well as bluebells and
daffodils, includes an abundance of
mature, but now overgrown
rhododendron bushes, probably the
remains of the Heath Nursery. The
Parish Council has aspirations to
create a circular Rhododendron Walk to commemorate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee, which would require necessary clearing of fallen trees
and large branches. Some improvements to the footpaths, which can
become very muddy in parts, would also be needed.
All this work could be done without changing the natural, unspoilt
atmosphere of the area which lends itself to becoming a beautiful and
very enjoyable springtime walk.
As this land is owned by Leeds City
Council, the Parish Council has to
obtain permission from them before
any work can be started. They suggest
we have a ‘Friends of’ group already up
and running in order to maintain the
area after the work is completed.
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Are you able to help?
In the past, the Parish Council has
supported the formation of the very
successful Friends of Adel Woods and
would be able to give guidance and
support to a new group for this area.
Another, less formal alternative, we
have been told, is to set up a
Community Partnership Agreement
with Leeds City Council.
Alwoodley must have a wealth of talented people who have the skills
needed to set this up and many others who would like to become involved
in the necessary physical work in the future.

We are appealing to anyone
who has some spare time
and think they could help, to
contact us. Without you, we
may not be able to go ahead
with this new idea to
enhance the Parish.
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THE JERRY PEARLMAN WAY
Jerry Pearlman was a highly valued and much missed
member of the Parish Council. As we mentioned in our
2020 Newsletter plans were afoot by the Ramblers
Association (now Ramblers) to name a local walk in his
memory.
We are very pleased to announce that this has now
been completed and on 23rd October last year the walk was officially
opened by Jerry’s wife, Bernice.
The Ramblers Association
was very close to Jerry’s
heart and he gave much of
his time to them, holding
several posts including
national vice president.
Among his many
achievements he was
instrumental in drafting the
2000 Countryside and
Rights of Way Act.

For local residents the walk begins at the ginnel on the north side of Lakeland
Crescent and ends at Harewood Village Hall. In between you will pass
through beautiful countryside with occasional views of the Emmerdale set
and further on, glimpses of the lake in the gardens of Harewood House.
There is also the opportunity to make a detour to the New Inn at Eccup for
some refreshment.
Some of the stiles need repairing and replacing and there are areas where
the path can be very muddy at times. We are hoping that Leeds City Council
will carry out some of the work this year with financial contributions from
various sources including the Ramblers and the Parish Council.
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WHERE DO I FIND OUT MORE?
You can download a copy of the Jerry Pearlman Way booklet and an
interactive map of the walk here
https://www.skyware.co.uk/jpw/jpw.html
Walk Facts (Courtesy of Ramblers.)
Distance: 5 miles (8km) Allow 2 – 2 ½ hours
Terrain: Field paths, tracks and traffic free estate roads. Short sections
can be muddy after wet weather. Boots or heavy duty trainers
recommended. Dogs should be kept on leads especially through the
Harewood Estate with livestock.
Grade: Easy to moderate. Mostly level but two moderate ascents. Five
stiles.
Refreshments: Muddy Boots Café in Harewood Village, behind the Village
Hall. Open daily 10am – 4pm. Harewood Arms in village centre on A61
open daily.
Toilets: In café or pub for customers.
Parking: Motorists can park (without blocking drive entrances, please) on
Alwoodley Lane and either return the same way or via Eccup Reservoir
Loop (see map). Alternatively catch the 36 bus from Harewood to
Alwoodley Gates and walk along Alwoodley Lane to parked vehicle.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A PARISH COUNCILLOR?
Despite the Parish Council having been in existence for 14 years, we still find that
some people don’t realise we’re here or what we do, or think we are a religious
group because of the word “Parish”. Although this word is usually used in
connection with churches, in the case of Parish Councils it refers solely to civil
parishes of which there are around 9,000 across the country.
Parish Councils have limited powers and their activities depend on their size and
the land they may own (in our case, none). All Parish Councils should work for the
benefit of their residents in whatever way is suitable in their own particular
circumstances. Our aim is to protect the character of Alwoodley as best we can and
also to enhance the area making it a pleasant place to live. We provide some
facilities, e.g. in the playground and the fitness equipment and encourage local
events and groups by providing grants.
All Parish Councillors are bound by a Code of Conduct which sets down rules for
our behaviour in meetings and towards our staff and members of the public, and
are encouraged to work together for the benefit of our residents. Being a Parish
Councillor should indicate that you care for our area and the people who live in it.
We are not paid, although reasonable expenses incurred in the course of our work
can be claimed. Most importantly, the Parish Council is here for you – the residents
of Alwoodley.
A Parish Council election is due next year. To date there has only been one election,
in 2008 when 16 people stood for 11 places. Since then, no election has taken place
because there were only just 11 or fewer people standing and so all candidates
automatically gained seats on the Council. There are only four of the original
elected members still on the Parish Council and so in the interests of democracy an
election should be welcomed.
We would encourage everyone who is interested in joining the Council to come to
our meetings to find out more about what we do.
Of course, we are all proud to be members of the Parish Council,
but we are just ordinary residents of Alwoodley who want to
make a difference.
If you feel this way too, why not join us?
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ALWOODLEY PARISH COUNCIL IS LOOKING
FOR PEOPLE LIKE YOU!

Elections for a new Parish Council will take place in
May 2023, are you interested in standing?

Parish Councils are made up of ordinary people who are interested
in looking after and improving our local area.
This newsletter will give you some idea of the kind of things we are
involved in.
Why not come along to one of our meetings and see what it’s all
about?

Alwoodley Parish Council is NON-POLITICAL,
NON-RELIGIOUS and welcomes people from all walks of
life.
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GRANTS FOR GROUPS
A reminder that the Parish Council is able to give
grants to local groups and societies. With people
starting to get out and about more perhaps now
is the time to think about replacing some old
equipment. Or perhaps you’re thinking of starting
a new group.
Have a look at the
Grants page on our website to find out more.
https://www.alwoodleyparishcouncil.org/grants/
~~~~~

Don’t forget the groups the Parish Council has helped to set up and
continue to support. Contact details as shown.
Friends of Adel Woods – Roger Gilbert 07903 462715 or foaw@me.com

Walkabout – our Parish Walking Group –

jhn.wtsn@gmail.com

Alwoodley in Bloom – Sara Hamilton 0113 2673951
There is a waiting list for the Allotments, but if you
want to put your name down contact Nick Coulter
nick@alwoodleygrowers.org.uk
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UPDATES
We’re pleased that both of our summer
concerts were able to take place last
year. The Drighlington Brass Band
entertained us in September and
although some people were
disappointed that Kibitz had to cancel,
their last minute replacement, the swing
band The Big Easy, proved to be very
popular. Both bands will be returning
this year, see dates on the calendar.

We haven’t a great deal of success with the trees
we planted on King Lane and more have had to be
replaced this year. We hope the field maples,
alders and hawthorn will prove hardier than their
predecessors.
Don’t forget, if there is a tree near you that has
had to be removed, the Parish Council is happy to
fund a replacement as long as near neighbours are
in agreement. In this way we can maintain the
green, leafy character of Alwoodley.

Just a quick reminder to dog owners. There are four bag
dispensers around the Parish – The Village Green, Alwoodley
Lane, by the Grange Estate and on Wentworth Avenue. The
Parish Council is funding the bags for use if you forget to
bring your own. Bags can be put in any Council bin, but
please don’t hang them on trees, etc. as ornaments!
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BLOOMING LOVELY!
The Parish Council has agreed a budget and is hoping to add some more
flowerbeds around the Parish. It’s early days and there is still time for you
to suggest a location for planting. Contact our Clerk with your ideas. We
have already received a few suggestions but before a spade hits the ground
we need to check that neighbours are happy, and Leeds City Council are
satisfied that there are no underground cables or pipework.
It has also been decided to plant wildflower seeds
In the grounds of the substation on the corner of
The Avenue and The Lane. We hope these will
provide an additional environment for insects and
bees and an enjoyment for passers-by.

OOPS!
Sadly our smart relatively new
fingerpost at Five Lane Ends is no
more! It does still exist but in
pieces. It was knocked down by a
car, some “fingers” are damaged
beyond repair, some could
possibly be used again, but it’s in
the hands of the insurance
company.
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A RESIDENT WRITES……

This is an appeal to those people who
insist on parking on the grass verge
when, for the most part, there is ample
room in their driveway.
At worst, this is lazy, thoughtless and
inconsiderate and shows a complete
lack of respect for one’s neighbours,
the parish and the general
environment.
It’s understandable that, sometimes, a
driveway can be full but how about this
for a radical suggestion? Leave your car
on the road. After all, that’s what roads
are designed for.
Let’s face it, there are precious few green areas in the parish, especially
around the Primleys and Nursery Lane. Let’s do our best to preserve what
we have got. Even if it’s only a strip of grass a yard or two wide.

We’ve featured the damage caused to
grass verges in previous newsletters and
weren’t intending to mention it again
this year. Then we received this heartfelt
plea from a resident. If you would like
one of these signs on a tree or lamppost
near you, please get in touch.
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Alwoodley Allotment Society Update
2021 has been another literally GROWING year for the site established on
Eccup Moor Road five years ago. With the signs of Spring all around us,
we are looking forward to another busy twelve months on the allotment.

There is no doubt that our plot
holders have again enjoyed all
year round the health benefits of
gardening as normality has
settled in after the past two crazy
years. For many of us it has been
a great way to ensure a healthier
lifestyle, from exercising to developing friendships made within the
community, and growing our own fruits and vegetables that grace our
dining table is truly satisfying.
Our community is certainly growing. Our
new workers have settled. Our four
beehives at the top of the field are now
established and the residents have
started to make forays into the wider area
as they become familiar with their new
surroundings since last May. The bees
have proved to be a more than welcome
addition to our site as they function as increasingly important pollinators of
our crops. Our local site beekeepers Alan Thorn and Simon Barnes produced
twenty jars of honey in August. All being well, it will be over two hundred
this year.
15

Our community spirit is
equally slowly growing. Our
newly revamped social
cabin has helped the plot
holders get together. We
hosted our first big coffee
morning and raised £172.05
for MacMillan Cancer
Support. We also supported the NSPCC Childhood Plant Event organised
by local resident Deborah Hainsworth.
Finally , and not least, Alwoodley Allotmenteers have explored ways to help
the local community beyond the site. A team of volunteers were joined by
Deborah Hainsworth last July for litter picking training to help keep the road
and verges litter free on Eccup Moor Road from Five Lane Ends to the village
and various other local roads. Since then, the purple bags are being filled
monthly to help keep our local area litter free as part of the Litter Free Leeds
Movement.
As we are now standing on the threshold of Spring 2022 and the new
gardening season, the days are beginning to lengthen. Although it may not
feel like it at times the temperatures are slowly increasing day by day,
Onwards and upwards! More growing to look forward to in the coming year.

“Alwoodley Allotments, Spring 2021” by Isabelle Arnett
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From Alwoodley to County Clare
Some of you may have read about or even remember
that in 1969 Alwoodley Old Hall was demolished to
make way for a golf course.
This unique Manor House was recorded in the Domesday Book of 1066.
Originally an oak framed timber residence, it stood long into the 20th
Century as a fine example of bygone times.
The Hall has been in the news recently. It
now resides in County Clare, Ireland,
dismantled and on almost 100 pallets!
(Pictured)
It’s currently for sale so if anyone has around
200,000 Euros to spare and a plot of land
large enough to accommodate it, you might
like to make an offer.
It would be wonderful if it could return to its
rightful home, but we think that’s an
aspiration too far!
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CUT OUT AND KEEP
CALENDAR

10th May – Annual Parish Meeting (details overleaf)
26th June – Drighlington Brass Band Concert,
Village Green 2.30
21st August – The Big Easy in Concert,
Village Green 2.30
2022 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES
10th January
7th February
7th March
4th April

9th May
6th June
4th July
1st August*

5th
3rd
7th
5th

Sept
October
November
December*

Planning Meetings begin at 6.30 pm followed by the
Parish Council Meetings at 7.30 pm.
* Please note the full Parish Council does not meet
in August and December, but the Planning
Committee still meets in these months.
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You are invited to the
Annual Parish Meeting

Your opportunity to meet your Parish
Councillors, hear our review of the year,
listen to speakers and ask questions
on local issues.

At the Alwoodley Community Hall,
The Avenue
7.30 pm on Tuesday 10th May
Contact us:
The Clerk, Alwoodley Parish Council,
Alwoodley Community Association,
60 The Avenue,
Leeds LS17 7NT
Tel. 07835 949617
Email the.clerk@alwoodleyparishcouncil.org
Website alwoodleyparishcouncil.org
https://www.facebook.com/alwoodleyparishcouncil/
Produced by North Print 0113 230 2233

